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To breakout of the bondage that Exodus shows you are in, you have to have a breakthrough in an 
experience with God.

Israel is going to get a glimpse of the God that has called them out of the bondage of sin to the 
freedom of knowing and serving Him. That’s why the book of Exodus is not simply freeing them 
from slavery as if freedom was an end in itself, but He is freeing them to know and serve Him. 
We are being saved out of something and being saved unto something.

Freedom is not simply an escape from slavery. We are escaping from the bondage of sin to the 
freedom of knowing and serving God. Which is why the first 17 chapters are all action and the 
last 20 some chapters of Exodus are all about who the God is and how you are suppose to know 
and serve Him. Chapters 5-10 are going to give us a very important glimpse of what the God of 
freedom is like.

God has set up their failure in chapter 5, so Israel can learn something more about God. God is 
about to reveal Himself to Israel in a whole new way. Previously they have known God as a 
powerful God, but now they are going to know Him by a new name, Jehovah—THE GOD WHO 
IS THE ONLY & ALL SUFFICIENT SAVIOR. God has given them one more time to try their 
best and fail so that there will be no confusion as to who’s power it is that saves. Before God can 
show off who He is, He has to demonstrate once again who Moses and Aaron are not. This is the 
main point of this lesson.

In our salvation, God’s purpose is to demonstrate His power and glory in the process. We tend to 
think of salvation as what’s in it for us. We talk about freedom from sin, we talk about going to 
heaven, we talk about how to have an abundant life, and we talk about safety from hell. But 
instead, God’s purpose in salvation is to show off His glory and who He is.

 Has God ever brought you through something in your life that you thought you could 
 draw on your own strength only to find out that you have none and you needed God more 
 than ever?

That is exactly what is happening in Exodus. Israel thinks they can make it through life on their 
own only to realize that they can’t. To make matters worse, they have to go through even more 
hardship to get to the point of desperation and the need for a savior. You see, that might lead 
some of you to think....

 If God knew Pharaoh would reject Him why would He even give him the opportunity to 
 do so? or Why didn’t God just cut to the chase & orchestrate a plan to get the Israelites 
 out of Egypt without the plagues?



This is the PROBLEM OF EVIL question.

 If God knew some of us would reject Him why would He even create us or give us the 
 opportunity to do so?

This is deep. The Bible says it is so God could show off His glory in the way that He saved us. 
You see, God’s glory is shown in creation. From looking through a telescope and seeing the 
vastness of the universe and stars to looking through a microscope and seeing the complexities of 
life, yes God’s glory is demonstrated there. But God’s glory is most revealed in the love that He 
displayed and the power He displayed in saving us. You see, without the fall God would never 
have been able to display the majesty and the depth of His grace. It would simply have been a 
theory to us, but because of the fall, because He rescued us from bondage we were able to know 
Him in an entirely new way.

The only man made thing there is in heaven are the wounds of Jesus. And Jesus will forever 
carry those wounds in His body as a permanent display of God’s grace.

Romans 9:17-18 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I raised you up, to 
demonstrate My power in you, and that My name might be proclaimed throughout the whole 
earth.” 18 So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires.

You might say, “Isn’t that unfair to Pharaoh?” It makes it seem like Pharaoh is a puppet doing 
what God is making Him do. How is Pharaoh to blame? Well, you’re not seeing it the right way. 
You see, there are several times in these chapters that it says that Pharaoh hardened his own 
heart. So what God is doing is never in contradiction to Pharaoh’s own desires, but knowing 
Pharaoh’s own self-induced hardness of heart, God starts manipulating Pharaoh to be a display of 
His glory. So Paul says this....

Romans 9:22-23 What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His 
power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? 23 And He 
did so to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared 
beforehand for glory.

What if God took peoples own decisions when they chose to reject Him and said I’m going to 
use this as an opportunity to show my power and my majesty and my grace. God’s primary 
interest in your salvation is showing off who He is. The majesty of His grace is awesome power 
so that we may know Him and adore Him and enjoy Him more fully.

I think for some of us, that’s hard to hear. Because down deep inside we think that we are the 
center of the universe. That’s why it is so hard to grasp this concept of God hardening Pharaoh’s 
heart, because we think we should be in control and not God. God lets you make your own 
choices, but ultimately knows each and every one of those decisions. And if you think you can 
outsmart God by choosing the opposite and seeing how that effects the outcome. Guess what, it 



still hasn’t confused God because He knows our hearts and minds better than we do. You see, the 
most loving thing that God can do for us is to place Himself and His glory at the center of our 
universe.

So back to Exodus chapters 5-10. 

 What does the next 6 chapters and the next 10 plagues tell us about God?

If you will notice that several of the plagues are an attack on the Egyptian God’s. They 
worshipped the....
  Nile  God turns the Nile into blood
  Sun  God darkens the sun
  Frog  God sends frogs everywhere (a symbol of fertility) Exodus 8:3
  Cow  God kills the cows
  Pharaoh God kills Pharaoh’s son

Not only is this an attack on their gods, but if you will notice the plagues are showing us a 
breakdown of the created order. Scholars believe that Exodus 5-10 is a strategic reversal of 
Genesis 1 and 2. In Genesis chapter 1, God is taking chaos and He is making order and life out of 
it. Here we have order that is going to chaos.
  1st plague = The Nile to blood which destroys the natural ecosystem of the Nile
  2nd plague = out of the Nile comes frogs
  3rd plague = after the frogs comes the knats which happens when frogs die
  4th plague = from the knats come disease

Not only is God the God of creation, but God is the God of salvation.

If you go back and read through the plagues you will see that whenever a plague is executed, 
Pharaoh will cry uncle and God will let up and hear him out. What he is trying to do is show His 
mercy by giving Pharaoh a chance for salvation. Isn’t that exactly what he does for us. He allows 
tribulation to come into our lives not to punish us, but so that we see Him for who He truly is and 
we worship Him or in Israel’s situation....salvation.

Amazing Grace
Twas grace that taught my heart to fear and grace my fears relieved.

Lets jump 100’s of years down the road to Jesus’ miracles. What is He doing with those 
miracles? They are not just some random acts of kindness, but instead, He is restoring the natural 
order. In fact, when Jesus dies He is absorbing some of the plagues. He took on Himself our 
disease—sin. When He was crucified the sun was darkened. Jesus is absorbing the plagues so he 
can reverse the plagues. He restores that which is falling apart.



Not only is God the God of creation and the God of salvation, but God is the only God.

Notice in Exodus 9:14 He says,

Exodus 9:14 For this time I will send all My plagues on you and your servants and your people, 
so that you may know that there is no one like Me in all the earth.

Romans 3:23-25 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified as a gift 
by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 25 whom God displayed publicly as 
a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in 
the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed;

That’s why Luke writes in Acts chapter 4....

Acts 4:12 And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has 
been given among men by which we must be saved.

That’s why God demonstrated through the plagues in Exodus and through the miracles of Jesus 
and through the crucifixion of Jesus, that there is only one God. He is the God of creation and the 
God of salvation and His glory is on display so we can Exodus 4:31 “bow low and worship.”


