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ILLUSTRATION:
When Paul was on the road to Damascus he was blinded by a light from heaven. He fell on the 
ground and after having a conversation with God he got up and even though he had is eyes open, 
he could not see. For three days Paul was blind. Ananias was sent from the Lord to minister to 
Paul and through him, something like scales fell from his eyes and he could see again.

Psalm 34:8 O taste and see that the Lord is good;

It’s one thing to know honey is sweet; it’s another to have its sweetness come alive in your 
mouth. Paul is praying you would taste how God cherishes you; to sense His closeness to you 
and how He is working in your life. Because, you see, that’s what really changes your life. 
Seeing God’s majesty with the eyes of your heart and feeling His love for you changes your 
heart... It creates in you a love for Him... A love that drives out the craving for sin, and a love that  
overflows into a love for others.

Because that’s the kind of sight that changes you. Suddenly, in the light of that sight, all the 
things that have captivated your heart, the false idols, the selfish dreams and behaviors, and the 
false saviors... They suddenly lose their grip on you. The only thing that can break the 
captivating power of sin over you is a more intense love for Jesus. Paul is praying that you begin 
to see with the eyes of your heart. It is only a greater love for Jesus that can keep you away from 
giving yourself to sin.

READ: Ephesians 1:15-23

So, what specifically does Paul want you to see? There are three phrases that he gives you: 

1. So that you will know what is the hope of His calling.

First, let’s talk about the word “hope.” A lot of times in English ‘hope’ means a desire that you’re 
not sure will come to pass. Biblical hope is different. Biblical hope is certain. It is a life-shaping 
certainty that hasn’t happened yet, but you know is going to happen.

What God has determined to give you and what He’s making you into is settled forever, Paul 
says, God has set His love on you for all eternity and He’s never turning back. You are going to 
know Him, and be filled with Him, and be like Him.

 Why is it important that we see that?

Knowing “the hope to which we are called” helps us to overcome sin and temptation.
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C. S. Lewis: “If we consider the unblushing promises of reward and the staggering nature of the
rewards promised in the Gospels, it seem that our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too 
more weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when 
infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum 
because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too 
easily pleased.”

Knowing the hope of His calling not only helps you overcome sin and temptation, but it helps 
you endure pain in your life. If you know what God is doing in you and giving to you, it changes 
your perspective on pain.

Paul, a man who had experienced great pain himself, called it in Romans “this light and 
momentary affliction,” which is “not worthy to be compared to the glory that will be revealed in 
us.”

 What sin do you have a hard time overcoming?

 What pain are you enduring right now?

Whatever sin you are trying to overcome or whatever pain you are enduring, you have the 
knowledge that He is present in all things working for your good, and that He has determined 
that you will know Him and you will see Him and you will be like Him! That is the hope to 
which you are called.

2. So that you will know what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the 
 saints.

He’s talking about an inheritance. What is an inheritance? Something of great value you get 
when a relative dies. Whose inheritance is Paul talking about? Not ours... God’s. God has an 
inheritance and that inheritance is us... All those that God has chosen. You are God’s inheritance. 
Paul says that he is praying that you might know that you are God’s greatest treasure. I want you 
to stop and think about how staggering that is for a minute.

I am God’s inheritance. God considered me so precious to Him that Jesus gave up the universe... 
Suffered and died to save me.

Philippians 2:7-8 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the 
likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

Paul is praying that the eyes of our heart would see that... That we would feel it, and be 
overwhelmed by our value to God and His commitment to us.
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Ephesians 3:18-20 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length 
and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you 
may be filled up to all the fullness of God. 20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abuntdantly 
beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,

Psalm 103:11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His lovingkindness 
toward those who fear Him.

3. So that you will know what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who 
 believe.

He prayed you will know how much power is at work in you and through you. The measure of 
God’s power is the resurrection. Paul said, “The power at work in you is the power of 
resurrection.”

Now lets stop here. If I were Paul, I would have written about God’s power in a different way. I 
would have started talking about Genesis 1 and how God created something out of nothing. I 
would have started giving a disertation on all the complexities of the universe and how He only 
took 6 days to do it... Now that’s power. Thank goodness that Paul doesn’t do that because look 
at how awesome it is that he used not the power of creation, but the power of the resurrection.

The resurrection is the greatest possible power imaginable, because it’s the power to bring life 
out of death. Creation is bringing life out of nothing, which is pretty impressive, but 
resurrection is bringing life out of death, which is even greater, because death is not a neutral 
power, death is a destructive negative power. Death is at work in the world because you and I 
rebelled against God. Our rebellion brought His wrath and the curse of death on our lives... And 
it ruins God’s creation and our lives and ultimately everything we touch.

By Paul talking about the power of resurrection, He is saying, God is not only to create good 
stuff out of nothing; He is able to create good things even out of bad things.

Paul says I want you to see that power and know that power can change and heal you. Some of 
us need to quit trying to ‘make life work,’ but instead just surrender to this great power available 
to you.

 What is the source of your hope, your worth, and your power?

Because after reading this passage, you are faced with a question...

 Do I really want the eyes of my heart to be opened and exposed by the Holy Spirit?
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ILLUSTRATION:
Dwight L. Moody was a poorly educated, unordained, shoe salesman who felt God’s call to 
preach the gospel. Early one morning he and some friends gathered in a hay field for a season of 
prayer, confession, and consecration. His friend Henry Varley said, “The world has yet to see 
what God can do with and for and through and in a man who is fully and wholly consecrated to 
Him.” Moody was deeply moved by these words. He later went to a meeting where Charles 
Spurgeon was speaking. In that meeting Moody recalled the words spoken by his friend, “The 
world has yet to see... with and for and through and in a man!” Varley meant any man! Varley 
didn’t say he had to be educated, or brilliant, or anything else. Just a man! Well, by the Holy 
Spirit in him, he’d be one of those men. Then suddenly, in that high gallery, he saw something 
he’d never realized before. It was not Mr. Spurgeon, after all, who was doing that work; it was 
God. And if God could use Mr. Spurgeon, why should He not use the rest of us, and why should 
we not all just lay ourselves at the Master’s feet and say to Him, “Send me! Use me!”
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