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I want to start off this morning by asking a question. A question that I think should be asked, a 
question that should be answered, and a question that should be resolved. Maybe not globally, 
but at least locally. I am an optimist, but when I start thinking about the church over the past 
2,000 years... it doesn’t give me much hope that we as a body of believers will ever get this right. 

 Is there unity within the church? Why?

 Should there be unity within the church? Why?

I am going to spend this morning talking about “How can there be unity within the church?”

We fight against our lack of unity. We fight against denominationalism, theological viewpoints, 
different cultures, old traditions, opinions, preferences, worship styles. All of those things fall 
between us and create disunity and disunity is a heartache to God. When Jesus prayed in John 17, 
He prayed that they may be one.

John 17:21 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also 
may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.

Now positionally, I believe we are brought together in unity because we are all one in Jesus 
Christ. In 1 Corinthians 12:12-13 we have the positional unity of the church. The apostle Paul 
said this...

1 Corinthians 12:12-13 For even as the body in one and yet has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit 
we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were 
all made to drink of one Spirit.

In other words, he is saying as a physical body has many members so does Christ. Our body is 
one, so the church is one. Like a body has one common principle of life pulsing through all of its 
members, so the church has one common principle of life... the Holy Spirit who indwells all its 
members. The Spirit of God puts the life of God in the souls of man and unites Him with every 
other person who calls themselves a Christian and draws us together in one body with Christ as 
the head.  

Christianity doesn’t do well to divide itself and yet that’s basically what happens isn’t it?

 What has happened to the church today?

1



We argue, fuss and fight, bicker and bark, we yell and we yawn and we sleep. We point fingers, 
we blame this person, we don’t forgive that person, we talk about fellow Christians behind their 
backs and in front of their faces. That’s my seat, that’s my parking space, this is my room, this is 
always how we’ve done it and this is always how it’s going to be done. You’re too young to 
understand what we’ve been through and you’re too old to understand where we are going. We 
welcome people in so we can kick them right back out. We lead them to the Lord so we can win 
some salvation contest and leave them high and dry when it comes to discipleship. But the 
church wouldn’t know anything about discipleship because as the old saying goes... “These hath 
God married and no man shall part; dust on the Bible and drought in the heart.” So I ask you 
today, not only what has happened to the church, but...

 What is the church?

In chapter 2 of Ephesians, Paul talks about how we came into the body and now as we come to 
verse 11, he discusses the parts of the body. He is dealing with the Jew and the Gentile. He is 
showing us that the one body draws together different people... the Jew and the Gentile... and by 
giving them eternal life by uniting them in Christ, they become one with each other. That’s his 
message to the Ephesians and to us that we are all one in Christ. All the distinctions are gone. 
They all fade away. They’re all lost.

The intense conflict between Jew and Gentile is what Paul is getting at in these verses. He talks 
about a dividing wall in verse 14. This middle wall or dividing wall that he is talking about is a 
wall that separates people who are near and people who are far off. Look at verse 13.

READ: Ephesians 2:13
 
He recognizes that there was a tremendous wall between the far off Gentile and the near Jew who 
had been exposed to all of God’s truth in the Old Testament. And this wall had grown and “in 
Christ” he wants to shatter that wall to destroy it and to bring these two groups together in Christ 
in one body.
 
Now let me take a minute to discuss why we have to face this disunity that existed in Paul’s time. 
Originally, from God’s direction, the Jews were selected to be His people, but God never chose 
Israel to be a bucket... He chose Israel to be a channel. His intention was not to dump everything 
in Israel for their own benefit, but to pour through them His blessing to the world. That was His 
intention. Israel was to be a mirror... a channel. They were to reflect to the world. They were to 
be the vessel through which the flow came. God wanted them not to be an end, but to be the 
means to an end. God always wanted to reach everybody. God always wanted to recover lost 
man. God always wanted to extend the arms of His grace and His mercy and His forgiveness all 
the way around the globe. He always wanted to do that and Israel wasn’t supposed to be the 
single deposit of all God’s grace. They were to be the channel through which God reached the 
world.
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And so God made them distinct because He wanted the world to look at them. He wanted to keep  
them separated. But instead of them seeing themselves as a witness, it became an excuse for 
carnal self-glorification and pride. It can happen with us too. Aren’t we to be different? Aren’t we 
to be completely different than the rest of the world. Later on in Ephesians, Paul is going to talk 
about how we are to walk in love, walk in light, walk in wisdom, and walk in the spirit. Our 
conversation, our manner of life, our walk is to be totally different than the rest of the world. And 
hopefully the world will see the difference and we’ll say to them it’s Jesus Christ that made the 
difference and here’s how He can make a difference in your life.

That’s exactly what Israel should have done. Instead of doing that, Israel became proud, loved 
the difference, celebrated the difference, became proud about the difference, and elevated 
themselves as if they were better than everybody else.

 Do you think that’s what’s going on in Christianity today? Within the church, we’ve 
 built a wall between us and them?

Instead of being a channel to reach the world, we have become an isolated group of people with 
our own lingo and our own code and our own little bumper stickers and our own radio stations 
and TV stations and books and schools. It’s our own everything and it's all for us and nobody 
else. We’ll shut the door and make sure to lock it so nobody gets in and nobody gets out.
 
A good illustration of it is Jonah. God said, Jonah you go to Nineveh and preach repentance and 
the people of Nineveh will be converted. And so Jonah said to himself, well, if there’s one thing I 
can’t stand it’s some Gentile pushing his way in on my God. And so he hopped in a boat and the 
boat dumped him out and he got swallowed up by a great fish. The fish vomited him out. He 
finally went to Nineveh in obedience to God. He preached repentance and the whole city 
repented and he went outside of the city and he sat down pouting to God saying I can’t stand it, 
kill me. I can’t stand Gentiles getting converted. That’s how far it had gone.

READ: Ephesians 2:11

He begins by discussing their state of alienation. He says, I want you to remember that you used 
to be alienated socially. And in verse 12, he will tell them you used to be alienated spiritually.

 Why does he want them to remember that?

Because it’s always good to remember what you were before you came to Christ, because it 
makes you a lot more thankful for what you are now... doesn’t it?

F. F. Bruce: “Nothing is so apt to promote gratitude as a retrospective glance fixed on the whole 
of the pit from whence we have been dug.”

Not only is there social alienation, but there is spiritual alienation.
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READ: Ephesians 2:12

They were Christless. They were strangers... not only to God’s kingdom, but they were strangers 
to His covenants. What covenant? The Abrahamic covenant in Genesis 12. God promised to 
bless them, to prosper them, to multiply them, to save them, to redeem them, to give them a 
kingdom, to give them a land, and to give them a king. Gentiles, he says, were strangers to it all. 
They had no promise from God, no guarantees, no securities, no nothing. They were hopeless. If 
you don’t have Christ and you don’t have a kingdom to belong to and you don’t have any 
promises, I’ll tell you something you don’t have any of... hope. It’s bad enough to be in this 
condition, but to tack on one more thing... You are Godless. Now that’s despair. But He didn’t 
leave them here in this state... there is hope.

READ: Ephesians 2:13

Notice the first two words of verse 13... But now. The alienation is over. Verse 4 of this same 
chapter begins the same way... You are a sinner, you are a sinner, But God. You were alienated, 
you were alienated, But now...

  2:13 =  “you have been brought near by the blood of Christ.”

Now in order to eliminate sin, Christ had to do what? To die. And when He died on the cross, 
now watch this, when He died on the cross, He paid the penalty for sin. Sin was therefore 
eliminated positionally speaking. In terms of our standing before God, sin was eliminated, 
therefore we came together because the only thing that stood in the way was removed 
positionally. The thing that makes for barriers is sin and Christ on the cross removed the sin and 
made us one. That’s the reality of the body of Christ.

READ: Ephesians 2:14-16

The sad, sickening, and disheartening thing of it all is that we just keep building up the fences 
even in the name of Christianity. Churches fight and quarrel and split. No wonder God’s heart is 
grieved. When that’s the one thing He came to do was make us one and we’re constantly tearing 
it apart. What He tore down, we constantly are building it back up.

In Acts 10 when Peter saw the vision of the sheet and he saw on the sheet all kinds of animals, 
clean and unclean, those that a Jew could eat and those that he couldn’t. And the Lord said to him 
in the vision, “Get up, Peter, kill and eat!” Peter can’t do it. He says, “By no means, Lord, for I 
have never eaten anything unholy and unclean.”  After he had that vision, he got the message to 
go see Cornelius the Gentile. That was a preparation vision so he’d know the Gentiles were 
accepted. But the point was, it didn’t matter any more. The dividing wall was being torn down.

  2:14-15 = “and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 15 by abolishing in His flesh the 
enmity,”
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When Christ died on the cross, He abolished something. What was abolished on the cross was 
the ceremonial, the ritual, the traditional and that was the thing that kept the barrier. When Christ 
died on the cross, Judaism as a system was abolished.

The result of all of this is that Christianity is a gospel of peace. Peace with each other and peace 
with God. Christians shouldn’t be fighting with each other and they shouldn’t be fighting with 
God. Later on in chapter 6 Paul will say that, “our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of wickedness.” Christians are really good at fighting each other, but what if we 
started acting like the church body that Paul is talking about here? What kind of movement of 
God would we see sweep through our churches? Here’s the thing... not only are we one with each 
other, but we are one with God.

 Do we live like we are one with God? Why not?

Even though we’re at peace with God, sometimes we get a little uptight with Him. Sometimes 
we hassle Him. Sometimes we doubt Him. Sometimes we deny the power that He says is 
available to us. Sometimes we argue with God. Sometimes we question God.  
 
Aren't you glad that our relationship with God depends upon what He’s done, not on what we 
do?

Not only does it say that Christ established peace, but in verse 17 it says He preached peace.

READ: Ephesians 2:17-18

The whole Trinity shows up in that verse... Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

READ: Ephesians 2:19-22

Paul closes his discussion of the unity of the body by giving three other metaphors to illustrate it. 
How Jew and Gentile have been made one. How we’re all one body. How there’s no more 
division. No more separation and he does it by three pictures. He calls us fellow citizens, 
household of God, and a holy temple. These are three pictures: we are 1 fellow citizens, we are 2 
God’s household, and we are a 3 holy temple.

ILLUSTRATION: The house I helped renovate that had a rock foundation.
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