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Everybody loves a secret. If you’re anything like me, not only do you love secrets, but you enjoy 
trying to guess what the secret is. We all love a secret, some real great juicy thing that nobody’s 
ever known before. It’s like we live for and enjoy entrapping ourselves with an unknown 
temptation. And if you don’t like secrets, then I regret to inform you... the New Testament is full 
of them. In fact, the church age is called the mystery form of the kingdom. Many things that have 
been revealed and many things which have not been revealed. God has given us incredible 
insight in the New Testament into divine truth that was never none even by the saints of the Old 
Testament. Now remember, there are things that God reveals to us and things that God never 
reveals to us.

Deuteronomy 29:29 the secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong 
to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.

In other words, there are some things that nobody has known, nobody knows, or will know in 
this life. They are either too complex, too fearful, too private, or some other reason for which 
God has chosen to keep them secret. But secondly, there are some secrets which He has revealed 
only to special people in times past. The Old Testament talks about Him revealing His secrets to 
the prophets and to His people Israel. Thirdly, there are secrets which God never revealed to 
anybody in the past not even His people Israel, not even the prophets, but has now revealed them 
to us in this church age. These are the secrets the New Testament calls mysteries. Mysteries are 
truths never before revealed, but are finally being revealed in the New Testament.

Now one of those mysteries is that the church would be made up of Jew and Gentile, bond and 
free, male and female, Greek and Barbarian, and that everybody all inclusive would be one in 
Jesus Christ... that was a mystery.
 
Now in the Old Testament the Jews understood that the Gentiles would be saved. They 
understood Gentile salvation. They understood that the Gentiles would participate in the 
kingdom. They understood that God had plans of grace toward them, but they never understood 
that Jew and Gentile would literally be one. That there would be no difference. That the middle 
wall of partition would be eliminated. That there would be no distinction between the two. That 
they would be equal before God. They did not understand that. They understood that there was a 
Messiah coming, but they did not understand the mystery of the incarnation... that God was in 
Christ. They didn’t understand that the Messiah would literally indwell the believer. They knew 
the Messiah would come. They knew the Messiah would be anointed of God. They knew that 
God’s salvation would incorporate Gentiles, but they didn’t understand the fullness of that truth. 
And in Ephesians 3, we are dealing with the mystery of the body, Jew and Gentile, one in Christ.
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Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew or Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither 
male or female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

The first three chapters of Ephesians deal with the position of the believer in the body and the 
last three chapters deal with the practice of the believer in the body. In chapter 1, we studied the 
origin of the body... we were formed in eternity before the foundations of the world. In chapter 2, 
we studied the entrance to the body... we are made alive in Christ Jesus. The 2nd part of chapter 
2, we studied the unity of the body... we are one family, one temple, and one new man, whether 
Jew or Gentile. Now in chapter 3, Paul is about to pray. Do you know what his prayer’s about? 
He’s going to pray, that they (we) understand this stuff. But before he gets into his prayer, he 
stops and says, “I don’t think I better pray quite yet. You probably don’t quite understand it all 
and so I’m going to give a few more verses so hopefully you’ll understand it before I pray for 
you.

  3:1 =  “For this reason”

What reason? The fact that Paul mentioned in chapter 2, verse 15, that we’ve been made two into 
one new man. The fact that Paul says in verse 16, that we are one body. That in verse 17 he says 
that we who were far off are now made near. That in verse 18 he says that we both have access in 
one Spirit. That in verse 19 he says that we are no longer strangers and aliens, but we are fellow 
citizens and are of God’s household. And if that wasn’t enough... in verse 20, 21, and 22 he says 
we have been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets. That we have been fitted 
together into a holy temple and we are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.

In other words, he says that we are one building, built on one foundation, one household, one 
kingdom, one Spirit, one body, and one new man.

 Now does anybody notice something grammatically wrong in verse one?

READ: Ephesians 3:1

Paul starts off chapter 3 with a prayer and then stops and picks back up in verse 14 by saying, Oh 
yeah, for this reason I bow my knees before the Father.

 But what about verses 2-13?

He is saying, I want to pray for you, but I’m not sure I can pray for you just yet, because I’m not 
sure you understand this. You see his prayer’s going to be, I pray those people will work this 
truth out. I pray this truth will change their life, but he stops and says I’m not sure you 
understand this truth yet. So in verses 2-13 he is going to go back over this whole mystery again. 
You might say, didn’t he just do this in chapter 2? Yes, and now he’s going to do it again in 
chapter 3. You might say, why is he repeating himself? Because that’s the way you learn.
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You see, Paul is going over a basic point in our spiritual life which is, you can’t apply what you 
don’t comprehend. You’ve got to know it and then live it and so he’s going to go over it again so 
that we’ll understand it.

  3:1 =  “I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus”

Here he calls himself the prisoner of Christ Jesus. This is awesome because when Paul wrote 
Ephesians he was in prison.

 Why was Paul in prison?

He was a prisoner because of the very mystery he was preaching. The fact that he preached that 
the Jews and the Gentiles were one in Christ. By the time he wrote Ephesians, do you know how 
long he had been a prisoner? Five years. Paul is willing to become a prisoner for not only five 
years, but the rest of his life if need be in order to get this truth across. Instead of being sad, 
instead of being disheartened, instead of being discouraged and depressed... he considers this to 
be another step in his service to Christ. He was the front runner of all jail ministries to be. He 
knew Christ wanted him there and he considered it to be an honor to for that jail to be his 
mission field.

READ: Ephesians 3:2-4

In other words, he is saying, you know you’ve already heard that I’m doing what I’m doing 
because God called me to do it. Remember, if you’re upset about this thing, don’t tell me... call 
up to heaven. This is not my information. I’m just simply passing it on to you. I’m just a steward. 
If you will remember, this was previously Saul of Tarsus. He was a persecutor of Christians and 
it is only by the grace of God that he is giving this to them. God didn’t look around for the 
person that most qualified and put him in the ministry. No! God picks out somebody, breaks 
them and strips them of everything they are and have become and makes and shapes them into 
what He wants them to be. And it’s all done out of God’s grace. But not just any kind of grace... 
he is of the stewardship of God’s grace. In other words, he didn’t own anything. He wasn’t the 
house owner, he was the manager. God graciously has given to Paul the right to manage.

 By the grace of God, are you a person that is being a good steward to all that has been 
 entrusted to you?

Are you using your gifts? Are you using your abilities? Are you ministering to each other, to pray 
for, to edify, to exhort, to reprove, to restore, and to challenge each other?

1 Peter 4:10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God.

READ: Ephesians 3:5
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The Holy Spirit is the giver of this revelation. The Holy Spirit is the one who reveals. He is the 
one who inspires. He is the breath of God.  And so, that which was hidden is now revealed by the 
Holy Spirit. I want you to notice something that is very important in this verse. The word, 
“now.” In the Greek, the word “now” means now, not before, not after, now and only now. It’s 
not in the process of being revealed, it has now been revealed. God isn’t constantly revealing. 
God revealed it now. It says in verse 5 that He revealed it to His holy apostles and prophets and 
there aren’t any of those around today to receive revelation. So that’s why he says it has now 
been revealed, but moving on to verse 6, he says...

READ: Ephesians 3:6

What he has just described in this verse might be like saying, I just want you to know that the 
people with terminal leprosy have every right to enter into this room and into this fellowship and 
throw their arms around us. You might say, “Wait a minute! I’m not getting leprosy.” You see, 
that’s exactly how they thought of each other. That Gentiles are the most vile, rotten, wretched, 
stinking people on this planet and what you’re telling me is that they have every right to come 
into our house and eat at our tables. That’s essential to what was going on because they had such 
animosity toward each other.

Three things are said here: 1 they are fellow heirs, 2 fellow members, and 3 fellow partakers. This 
is news because they used to be outside the covenant. They used to be aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel. They used to be strangers from the covenant of promise having no 
hope. But NOW, they are fellow heirs, members, and partakers. Do you know what that means? 
They have the same legal status. They will receive the same inheritance. In chapter one he talks 
about how we have an inheritance three separate times and now in chapter 3, verse 6, he says, Oh 
by the way, the Gentiles are fellow heirs in that inheritance. 

READ: Ephesians 3:7-9

The word minister in verse 7 is a word which translates to servant. It means servant, waiter, 
busboy, that’s it. Not even a very classy servant. More of a common run of the mill servant. He 
says, “I was made a minister.” It was done to me. I didn’t ask for this. I was divinely called and 
divinely appointed. So what made Paul a minister? Not his training, not his vocabulary, not his 
ability to talk, not his education, not his abilities, not his degrees, not his desire, not his power, 
not his denomination. What made him a minister was God.

You see what keeps the power flowing is the humility that is expressed in Verse 8. When you get 
to think you’ve arrived, you’re in real trouble. Why? Because you just lost your power. Humility 
is what maintains the servant’s heart and that’s what lets Christ rule in Paul’s life. But not only in 
his life, but in my life and your life and his power will flow through you. And sometimes I’m not 
willing to pay that price. All I want sometimes is to covet a reputation and to covet honor. And 
when I do that, I myself in the way of God’s power. As soon as the heart is filled with self-
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ambition, as soon as it’s filled with self-glory, then I’ve lost my servant’s heart, humility is gone, 
and the power is cut off.

  3:8 =  “the unfathomable riches of Christ,”

 What are the unfathomable riches of Christ?

It means to tell people how rich they are in Christ. It’s unsearchable, it’s untraceable, it can’t be 
measured, there’s no bottom to it.

His grace is rich    Ephesians 1:7
His goodness and patience are rich  Romans 2:4
His wisdom and knowledge are rich  Romans 11:33
His mercy is rich    Ephesians 2:4
His person is rich    Ephesians 3:16
His blessings are rich    1 Timothy 6:17
His assurance is rich    Colossians 2:2
His word is rich    Colossians 3:16
His love is rich    Ephesians 3:18-19
Our suffering for Him is rich   Hebrews 11:26

READ: Ephesians 3:10-12

If this whole Jew and Gentile thing wasn’t enough, can you imagine what this verse was like to a 
Jew to hear and read? A Jew who believed that only once a year did anybody ever enter God’s 
presence. The high priest would go in there, he’d hurry in and he’d hurry out. Nobody but him 
ever did that. And all of a sudden, Paul says, I want you to know it’s a new day. It isn’t going to 
like the veil and the holy of holies, and the holy place and all of that stuff. It’s now different.  In 
the church, we all have instant access; we go with boldness and access with confidence into 
God’s presence.

READ: Ephesians 3:13

Paul says, look, when you understand this incredible truth, of what it is to be in the church and 
what privilege it is don’t lose heart at my tribulation. It’s worth it to get the message out. Don’t 
worry about me being a prisoner, don’t faint because I’m going through all kinds of difficulty, 
it’s worth it. And here we are right back at the servant’s heart again. Whatever it cost me to get 
you the message is a cheap price. If I’m beaten, if I’m stoned, don’t worry... just get the message.

 Are you willing at any price to get the message out?
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