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INTRODUCTION:
To set up the book of Exodus we need to go all the way back to Genesis chapter 12 where God 
makes a covenant with Abraham.

Genesis 12:2-3 And I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name 
great; and so you shall be a blessing; 3 And I will bless those who bless you, and the one who 
curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.

Abraham has a son named Issac
Issac has a son named Jacob
Jacob has 12 sons, one of which is named Joseph

Talk about a wife swapping, cheating, lying group with anger issues. This family is the epitome 
of dysfunctional. In Genesis, Jacob is called “Israel,” and since Jacob had 12 sons, hence the 12 
tribes of Israel. One day, the 11 sons of Jacob get sick and tired of the 12th son Joseph and decide 
they want to make a little extra money on the side and so they sell him into slavery. I guess they 
didn’t get that much money because they all end up starving to death and need to eat so they go 
into metro Egypt where Joseph has become the Vice President and ends up saving them all. At 
the end of Genesis you still have God’s promise of making Abraham into a great nation while 
having a small struggling dysfunctional band of brothers living in somebody else’s country. That 
leaves us at the beginning of Exodus.

READ: Exodus 1:1-19

ILLUSTRATION:
Nicole giving birth to Emory. Up to this point, Nicole’s pregnancy with Haley was unbelievably 
long so when she said she was going into labor, I’m thinking, “Why don’t we just take our time 
because this is going to last a couple of days.” So much so, that I am wondering if I have time to 
stop by Starbucks and get me a white chocolate mocha because its going to be a long night. It’s a 
good thing I didn’t because when we checked into the hospital, Nicole was already 10 
centimeters and started screaming and pushing and screaming and more screaming and yelling 
and more screaming, mainly at me. We are in the hospital 45 minutes and out comes Emory. I 
was back in shotgun formation and out shoots our little girl Emory.

By the end of chapter one, what you have is God is saving us from the bondage of sin to the 
freedom of serving Him. Pharaoh represents a false god to which Israel is enslaved. Pharaoh 
even called himself the “Sun God.” That’s what sin is, service towards any other god except from 
the true God. God is saving them from bondage to the freedom of serving Him. God is not only 
saving them from something, but is saving them to something.



This is why I have entitled this lesson as “Freedom Through Slavery.” They and we have been 
enslaved by sin, but God comes and sets us free from that sin and desires us to serve Him. We 
are to be slaves to God.

The enlightening view of freedom that most of us has is that freedom means to have no 
overriding purpose and if you have no overriding purpose that is to be free. What that overlooks 
is that we are all inherently worshiping beings. We are all dependent on something we think we 
must have in order to be happy. Whatever that thing is turns out to be the thing we worship.
 Maybe it is the opinion of others. Friends, family, or colleagues.
 Maybe it is the need for success.

What this chapter is showing us is that it is only through serving and obeying God that you 
experience the freedom from the slavery of sin that destroys. Slavery to Jesus brings life and 
slavery to any other God brings death.

ILLUSTRATION:
It is just like a train that wants to be free. So one day the train decides it’s not going to stay on the 
tracks and wants to make a detour in this wide open field so it can be free. So the train goes off 
the track and enjoys about 10 seconds of freedom and then stops. What the train doesn’t realize 
is when it is on the track it is has the freedom to experience all that it was created to do and its 
full purpose.

The word work is mentioned 7 times in verses 13 and 14. The words work, service, slave, and 
labor is all one Hebrew word. It is repeated over and over to give it a monotonous tone.

  1:13 =  “The Egyptians compelled the sons of Israel to work rigorously; 14 and they made 
their lives bitter with hard work in work and work and at all kinds of work in the 
field, all their work which they rigorously imposed on the workers.”

7 is the number of completion for Jews, which means they were consumed in the monotony of 
their slavery to Pharaoh. Sin starts out serving you then you end up serving sin. There are two 
ways to be miserable: One is not getting what you want and the other is to get what you want. 
But you find in verse 16, that sin moves from monotony to being destructive. Pride, 
Pornography, Money, and Self-image are but a few. Sin always over promises and under delivers.

READ: Exodus 2:1-25

 Where is God?

When God seems hidden in our lives He is still working.



Look back with me at the details:
 Moses is raised as an Egyptian and not a Hebrew meaning he would have been trained in 
  rhetoric and law....later writing the Bible.
 Moses was probably trained in military leadership....later helping him lead over 1 million.
 Moses tries to save everyone....which in turn he ends up killing so he flees to the desert 
  and becomes a shepherd for 40 years where he learns humility, faith, and 
  dependance on Him.

When God seems hidden in our lives He is still working.

 Can you look back and see what God has brought you through to get you where you are 
 today?

Romans 8:28-31 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 29 For those whom He 
foreknew, he also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would 
be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and 
these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified. 31 What 
then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?

 Can the unfair actions of others towards me mess up God’s plan for my life?

 Can the bad decisions I make mess up God’s plan for me?

Usually what happens is when people go through difficulty in their lives they blame God instead 
of trusting Him. They get angry at God because they can’t see Him. You have two things going 
for you. You have this story to show you that God is still there in the midst of difficulty. You 
have the cross to remind you of how much God loves you that He sent His only Son to die in 
your place. God used something bad in both of these situations....death of babies and death of 
His Son....to work together for good. It is in those desert times in our lives when we think that 
God is doing nothing, that God is still there working and has a specific plan for you.

God saves us in our weakness and not because of our strengths.

 Who is the hero in this story?

 Who thinks he is the hero in this story?

Watch this!

 Who does God end up using to accomplish His plan? .....the women
  the blue collar midwives, Moses’ 12 year old sister, (go back to Genesis) barren 
  Sarah, ugly weak eyed Leah



There are two men in this story, wicked Pharaoh and stupid Moses. Why? The power to save is 
of God and not of man. God saves us in our weakness and not because of our strengths.

CONCLUSION:
If you were to sum up these two chapters in one word, you would end up with the word, 
“Delivered.” Look at it!

The king, Pharaoh (Herod) makes a decree that all babies should be killed, but a baby is born 
despite that decree, that will grow up and deliver the people. The child wonders into the 
wilderness and while he is there he is anointed by the Holy Spirit for 40 years for Moses and 40 
days for Jesus. Both Moses and Jesus will be rejected by their own people. In Luke 9:30 it says 
that Moses and Jesus are standing together in the transfiguration talking about Jesus’ departure. 
In Greek that word departure is the word Exodus. Jesus and Moses are talking about their 
Exodus. Jesus is referring to His death. Just like Moses led out the children from captivity, Jesus 
is about to go to the cross and lead an even greater exodus.

I don’t know what you are going through today, but know this, God is still working and desires 
you to have “Freedom Through Slavery” to Him.


