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EXODUS TRIVIA:
What tribe of Israel is Moses from? Levi
What does the name ‘Moses’ mean? One who draws out
What is Moses’ sisters name? Miriam
What was the name of the land Moses fled to when he left Egypt? Midian
What is Moses’ wife’s name? Zipporah
How many sons does Moses have at this point? #1—Gershom, #2—Eliezer in 18:4
Who is Moses’ father in law? Jethro
What was the name of the mountain that God spoke to Moses in the burning bush? Horeb

 What does it mean to be a Christian?

 Do you ever feel like the Christian life is nothing but a set of rules?

Passover Rules:
 – On the 10th day of the month (March)1, prepare a lamb for each household
 – A 1 year old unblemished male
 – On the 14th day, kill it at twilight
 – Put the blood on the doorpost & lintel
 – Roast it along with the head, legs, & entrails with fire
 – Eat the flesh the same night with unleavened bread & bitter herbs
 – Eat it with haste, your loins girded, sandals on, & a staff in your hand
 – Do not eat it raw or boiled
 – Do not leave any over until morning
 – If any is left in the morning burn with fire
 – The Death Angel will come & strike down the firstborn son, both man & beast if blood is 
  not applied

 If you were not a Christian, would this story seem very bizarre to you?

There are 4 things I want you to notice as we go through Exodus 12 & 13, because there are a lot 
of things that are very weird and very mysterious. The first thing I want you to notice is....

1. It was the firstborn sons who died.

 Why does God choose the firstborn son & not the firstborn daughter?

1 This month was called by its Canaanite name Abib, meaning “ear” (because the grain was in the ear), though it was 
later called by the Babylonian name Nisan.



In ancient cultures the family was looked at like one unit. The firstborn son was the prize 
possession of the family—it represented the next generation, their future. (How many firstborn 
sons out there?) The firstborn son represented the most important part of the future of the family. 
It was the soul, the life of the family. So, when God says, “I will take your firstborn son,” He is 
indicating that there is some way that He owns their very soul.  

Why? I’m glad you asked. It’s the price of disobedience. This is not the first time this has 
happened. If you will go back and remember Genesis 22, when God asks Abraham to take his 
what....“firstborn son” Isaac and offer him up as a sacrifice.
So, the first thing you should note:

1. The Price of Disobedience: Our very souls are indebted to God

2. This plague applies to the Israelites and the Egyptians.  

Previously, the plagues were aimed at only the Egyptians such as:
 Plague #7 = Hail (9:26)
 Plague #9 = Darkness (10:23)
But when it comes to this plague, he tells the Jews not to come out of their houses while the 
death angel is coming. Then he tells them that they have to put this blood marker on the top of 
the door and if not, the death angel will come into their houses. Why? Here’s the reason: this 
plague indicates that the death of the firstborn is something that applies to both Jews and 
Egyptians. Both owe the debt of their firstborn, their very soul, to Him. This plague is unique to 
the other 9, and it is showing…

2. The Universality of the Price: No one is exempt

 Why is no one exempt?

They are ALL sinners. Get this: here are Jews, worshippers of the one true God, people of 
morality and religion; and then you have the Egyptians, worshippers of false gods; people of 
false religion and immorality; Jews, the oppressed, and Egyptians, the oppressors… and both are 
alike under the condemnation of God.

Romans 3:22b-23 for there is no distinction; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God,

This passages makes perfectly clear that unless you are under the blood of Jesus you will perish. 
ALL have sinned and fall short.

3. The Price of the Substitution: God provides an alternate payment



For Jews, their son didn’t die, but only if a lamb died in his place. At every household, one of 
two things died: the firstborn son, or, if they provided it, a substitute lamb. Modern people hear 
this and say, that doesn’t make any sense. A lamb dying for them? That doesn’t make any sense.

 Why doesn’t God just forgive like He does us?

There is always a payment for sin. Someone always has to pay. What this lamb does, is it stands 
in their place and takes the payment of sin for them.
 
4. The Ultimate Price: Jesus Christ 
There are two ceremonies that God gave in this chapter:

1st Ceremony = The Passover

They were to kill a lamb once a year to sacrifice it and remind themselves of how God saved 
them. When Jesus shows up on the scene in John chapter 1, John the Baptist looks at Jesus and 
says, “Behold the Lamb of God.” Now, that wasn’t a normal term you used for a great leader, nor 
was it a compliment or a common term used for people. Nobody said to General Patton, “there 
stands Patton like a big fluffy sheep.” What John the Baptist is doing is reflecting back to Exodus 
and referring to Jesus as that lamb.

When Jesus on the night before He died, celebrated the passover with His disciples. There are a 
few unique things that He did that are very surprising. Jesus took the bread, which represented 
the toil, affliction, and slavery of the people and He said, “This is not the bread of your affliction, 
He said ‘This is my body.’” Then He took the cup—the cup of redemption, and He didn’t say, 
“This cup represents the blood of the lamb which got you out of the death of your firstborn,” but 
He says, “This is my blood.”

The third surprising thing that nobody ever really notices....What was the most important coarse 
in the passover meal was? The Lamb! If you search every account of the last supper you will find 
no reference to meat. When Jesus did the passover there was no lamb on the table because the 
lamb what at the table.

2nd Ceremony = Sacrificing the firstborn to God

Exodus 13:1-2 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 Sanctify to Me every firstborn, the first 
offspring of every womb among the sons of Israel, both of man and beast; it belongs to Me.

Jesus was the redemption price so that the firstborn son—our very soul, could go free. What this 
chapter teaches you in a very clear way is that the ultimate payment to which all this points is 
Christ.



Romans 3:24-25 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ 
Jesus; 25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to 
demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins 
previously committed;

Two words I want you to learn from this:
Propitiation: anger that is absorbed…it is gone

When a lamb was being sacrificed, the priest would take a knife and pull back on the lambs head 
and cut the throat of the lamb. Blood would be everywhere because the lamb was still alive 
kicking and gasping for air. Blood grosses you out, while sin grosses God out. This is how God 
communicated it. This is what Jesus replaced when He went to the cross for us. This is to remind 
you of what your sin did to Me. That’s Propitiation!

Redemption: bought back; purchased back; to restore; the yoke of slavery, death, and 
condemnation is taken away and put back to its original place of value

Exodus 12:36 and the Lord had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they 
let them have their request. Thus they plundered the Egyptians.

When God saves....He restores. You were purchased at an infinite cost to God.


