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Hopefully you are not getting tired of me saying this and if you are... tough because it is coming 
from the Word of God. Throughout the book of Exodus, God is showing not only Israel, but to us 
that we are not just saved from something but to something; from the bondage of sin to the 
freedom of knowing and serving God. God has delivered Israel from slavery, but they are not 
living like free people.

READ: Exodus 20:1-5a
 
Proper worship of God and devotion to Him was to be the foundation of Israel’s true freedom. I 
want to show you four things about idolatry: First... What is idolatry; Second... Why idolatry is 
the mother of all sins; Third... Why idolatry is slavery; Fourth... How we can escape idolatry.

1. What is idolatry?

Now, the word ‘idolatry’ gives us images of primitive people bowing down, but that is not 
necessarily true. If you have ever read Greek mythology you would come across various gods 
such as:

Artemis: goddess of prosperity, money, and success
Athena: goddess of intelligence and wisdom
Nike: goddess of victory
Aphrodite: goddess of sexuality, beauty, and fertility
Cloacina: (Roman mythology) the goddess of the sewer system “I’m not sure who 

worshipped her or exactly how you worship her... I don’t want to know... 
sometimes we light a candle in our bathrooms, not sure if that counts.”

Most of us think, “Well, I don’t worship idols like that,” so this first commandment is irrelevant 
to me, but don’t be so naïve. An idol is anything you look to do what only God can do in your 
life. An idol is anything so central and essential to your life that you couldn’t imagine being 
happy or secure without it; something so important that, if you lost it, you’d feel like life is 
hardly worth living. Idolatry is not so much about what you bow your knees to; it’s what you 
lean your soul on.

ILLUSTRATION:
 –   We may not kneel down to images of Artemis... the goddess of success... but we couldn’t 

imagine being happy without it so we sacrifice all kinds of things to it. We have such a drive 
to succeed that we end up sacrificing our family to it.



 –   We may not kneel down to images of Nike... the goddess of victory... but every day we turn 
on the news and hear about athletes compromising their integrity by taking steroids in 
attempt to try and become the greatest player of all time.

 –   We may not kneel down to images of Aphrodite... the goddess of beauty... but we obsess over 
our bodies and struggle with depression and jealousy toward others who are prettier, thinner, 
or stronger than us.

Mark Driscoll: “An idol is a good thing that becomes a God thing and so becomes a bad 
thing.”

The word for glory in Hebrew is the word kabod, which means “weight.” To give glory to 
something is to give weight to it. You worship something when you give it the weight you should 
only give to God.

There are two words in verse 5 you should underline in your Bible... the word “worship” and the 
word “serve.” Worship is what you obey. Serve is what you trust.

 A. Serve

When you serve an idol, you do so because of something it can give you: success, happiness, 
safety, love, satisfaction. An idol is something you trust with your future. There is a part 2 of that 
definition... An idol is anything you trust in more than God.

 What do you most trust in to give you what you’ll need for the future?

 What do you worry most about losing?

Here’s another way of looking at this question...

 Where do you turn for comfort? What do you trust in when things go bad? When things 
 are stressful... Where do you turn?

 B. Worship

An idol is anything that we worship... something that commands our obedience. It speaks, we 
obey. There is a part 2 of that definition... An idol is anything you obey more than God.

Many of us say we keep the commandments and think we are a pretty good person… Do you 
really keep this one? Is God first and foremost in your heart? Is there anything that commands 
your obedience more than God? Anything you strive for more than to know God? If so, then your 
soul is consumed with idolatry—you stand in violation of the 1st and most important 
commandment. There is not a one of us that is not saturated and dominated by this sin.



 This past week, what did you spend most of your energy in pursuit of? What did you 
 strive after most? Where did your mind go when it idled? What captivated your attention?

The opposite of Christianity is not atheism; the opposite of Christianity is idolatry. 

2. Why Idolatry Is The Mother Of All Sins.

Breaking this commandment is what causes us to break all of the others.

 #1 You shall have no other gods before Me.
 #2 You shall not make for yourself an idol.
 #3 You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.

 Why would you take God’s name in vain? Probably because of another 
 competing idol in your life and you are mad at God.

 #4 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.
 Why would you not remember the sabbath? Because of an idol in your life 
 that you more enjoy than the rest God has reserved for you.

 #5 Honor your father and your mother.
 Why would you not honor your father and your mother? Maybe its because 
 of bitterness or resentment or unforgiveness in your heart which was a direct 
 result of an attack on your idol.

 #6 You shall not murder.
 Why would you murder? Trace it back, it will go back to idolatry. You hate 
 somebody because they have something you want; or they have somehow 
 made you so mad because they attacked an idol in your life. 

 #7 You shall not commit adultery.
 Why would you commit adultery? Because what you have is not good 
 enough and you want something more and it has totally consumed you as an 
 idol.

 #8 You shall not steal.
 Why would you steal? Obvious... Idolatry. 

 #9 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
 Why would you lie? It’s because you want to protect that idol in your life. 

 #10 You shall not covet.
 Why would you covet? There is something we are missing that someone 
 else has that we need to be happy. 

Colossians 3:5 Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, 
impurity passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.

Martin Luther said that if we could ever bring ourselves to keep the first commandment we’d 
naturally keep the other nine. Idolatry causes us to be blind to how much we break the others. 
Idolatry is the most subtle of all sins, but it is the mother of all sins. It is the heart of all rebellion.



3. Why Idolatry Is Slavery.

You serve an idol because you need something from it, and every idol gives you promises and 
threats: it promises blessings if you obey; and threatens you with curses if you fail. The god of 
beauty says “Find me, and you’ll be happy; miss me, and I’ll make you miserable.” So you strive 
and strive to get beauty! Same is true for money, the god of success… This is where we become 
slaves. We look to them… but they never deliver. If anything, they put you in a constant cycle of 
satisfaction and despair… always promising you happiness is right around the corner… or 
driving you to despair because you can’t ever seem to get it.

That’s why the worship of God is the gateway to freedom: Jehovah is the only God who, if you 
find Him, will satisfy you, and if you fail Him, will forgive you. What God is telling Israel here 
is “You have MY approval. You are my treasured, precious possession. I have saved you and 
made you mine.” The same is true for us in Christ. Jesus has saved us, and in Him we have the 
God who created the universe…we have His approval! Whose approval do I need if I have His?

That leads us to the question of...

4. How Can We Escape Idolatry? 

Some of you are like, “You got me. I’m an idolater.” Where is the support group… Idolaters R 
Us… How do you escape it? This is very important, and surprising even. Did you see what 
comes right before this command?

Exodus 20:1-2 The God spoke all these words, saying, 2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.”

I have already redeemed you. It’s not that I’m going to save you as a reward for loving Me… it’s 
that you love me in response to the love and salvation I have already given to you. Every other 
religion in the world teaches that if you love God enough, He’ll love you back. God flips that 
around and says, “I love you first. I have purchased, accepted, and saved you, now dwell on that, 
think about that, BELIEVE that… and then love me in response to salvation, not in pursuit of 
salvation.”

You see, we can’t just work up love for God. Because we’d always be trying to prove ourselves 
to Him. We love Him in response to His extravagant love for us. God has already purchased our 
salvation in Jesus’ work on the cross. It’s all done. And if we would just see that, embrace that, 
believe that… if we would ever just get our minds around the immensity of the love that God 
showed us at the cross, and we would just stand in awe of the magnitude of compassion shown 
for us there, it would move our heart to a deeper passion for Him. So here’s your question:

 Are you going to let Him be your idol... Your God?


