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 Are you living today as if you are ready to meet God?

Exodus 3:6 “Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.”

Isaiah 6:1 ....I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe 
filling the temple.

Isaiah 6:5 Then I said, “Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I 
live among a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.”

Revelation 1:12-17 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned 
I saw seven golden lampstands; 13 and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of 
man, clothed in a rob reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden sash. 14 His 
head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire. 
15 His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His 
voice was like the sound of many waters. 16 In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His 
mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength. 17 
When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man.

Exodus 33:18-23 Then Moses said, “I pray You, show me Your glory!” 19 And He said, “I 
Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and will proclaim the name of the Lord 
before you; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show compassion on 
whom I will show compassion.” 20 But He said, “You cannot see My face, for no man can see 
Me and live!” 21 Then the Lord said, “Behold, there is a place by Me, and you shall stand there 
on the rock; 22 and it will come about, while My glory is passing by, that I will put you in the 
cleft of the rock and cover you with My hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will take My hand 
away and you shall see My back, but My face shall not be seen.”

We are talking about a radically transforming experience. To breakout of the bondage that 
Exodus shows you are in, you have to have a breakthrough in an experience with God.

GROUP 1: Moses

Moses tried to be the savior and failed. He has wondered around in the desert for 40 years with 
sheep reflecting back at all his failures.

Can you imagine Moses coming back down off the mountain. His friends and family ask him 
what happen to you Moses? Where have you been? He would say, “Well, I saw this burning bush 
that never burned up, I know it sounds crazy, but it spoke to me. In fact it was the voice of God 



and he told me I should go to Egypt and talk to the most powerful man alive—Pharaoh—and ask 
him to let God’s people go. I need you guys to stick with me. Oh by the way look, my stick turns 
into a snake, watch this.”

To lead a million Israelites into the desert it would require 1,500 tons of food every day to feed 
them. That’s a train 2 miles long carrying food. If you are going to have firewood to cook the 
food, it would require 4,000 tons of wood daily. Water, 11 million gallons per day. Camping 
would require them to take up land 2/3 the size of Rhode Island for all these people to camp.

Notice in verse 11, Moses says, “Who am I?” God’s response isn’t an impressive resume of who 
Moses is, but who He is. I think there are times in our lives when God asks us to something 
beyond our control, beyond our imagination, beyond our ability, beyond all logic and reason, not 
so He can remind us of who we are, but to remind us of who He really is.

ILLUSTRATION: Being in seminary and living on an income that doesn’t add up.

God destroys Moses’ confidence in himself by letting him fail.

C. S. Lewis: A person walks into a room and says, everyone look at me. Another person walks 
into a room and says, nobody look at me. These people are similar in the fact that they both think 
the world revolves around themselves. To overcome these issues, instead of people focusing on 
you, you end up focusing on other people.

GROUP 2: Pharaoh

What is Pharaoh’s reaction to Moses in 3:19? “But I know that the king of Egypt will not permit 
you to go, except under compulsion.” Sneak peak into chapter 5; But Pharaoh said, “Who is the 
Lord that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the Lord, and besides, I will not 
let Israel go.” His reaction is disbelief. God is an inconvenience into the priorities that he has set 
for himself.

To Pharaoh, the I AM means he is the sovereign Pharaoh and not You.

Fire is one of the few substances that we cannot shape. You cannot touch and shape it, but 
instead are shaped by it.

God shows Pharaoh that his idea of self-rule is entirely an illusion. Read Exodus 4:21. This verse 
is not trying to present God as doing something against Pharaoh’s own wishes. It is simply 
showing you that God is fully in control even in the hearts of people that refuse to acknowledge 
that control. To Pharaoh He says I AM reality.

GROUP 3: People of Israel



Why is it that this group is the only one to believe God at the very beginning? Because this group  
is the only group that is desperate.

Everything in this world has a beginning and an end. There is joy in money, in marriage, in 
children, but after time each one these things become fleeting. But there is a joy in God that 
burns and burns and never goes away. I AM a never ending fountain of mercy and joy and 
pleasure. That’s what I AM to you.

Habakkuk 1:13 Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, and You can not look on wickedness 
with favor.

Jesus is the I AM. Jesus is going to die so He can absorb all the evil things from you so when 
God says, “I cannot look at you without destroying you,” He is going to look at Jesus and destroy 
Him in your place so you can stand before God safely.

I asked the question at the beginning, “Are you living today as if you are ready to meet God?” I 
want to change it up and ask....

 Are you living today as if you have already met God?

Maybe some of you are like the Israelites.
 It is the pain of slavery to something that is driving you towards God.

Maybe some of you are like Pharaoh.
 You live under the illusion of self-rule and you need to realize that God is the I AM.

Maybe some of you are like Moses.
 You think that God can’t use you and work through you.

In many ways I can see us like Moses. Here you have God wanting to use Moses to do a mighty 
work of deliverance. We’ve got the same direction He gave; go and do great things. Matthew 28 
he said to go unto all the world and preach the gospel and make disciples of all nations. We’ve 
got the same command. We’ve got the same promise that God gave to Moses. God tells Moses 
that I will be with you and in Matthew 28 He says behold I AM with you always. Go deliver 
your children from Egypt, go deliver your neighbor, your city, your nation, and all the nations of 
the earth. We have the same requirement. Moses was asked to take off his shoes. In middle 
eastern culture was a sign of slavery. He asks Moses what do you have in your hand, throw it 
down and watch what I do with it. God got angry when Moses failed to believe that He could use 
him to do great things.


