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This lesson wraps up our series on the book of Exodus and if you haven’t learned it by now, you 
are probably not going to learn it in the future. Every lesson I have taught, I have directed your 
focus to this one central truth that God is showing not only Israel, but to us, that we are not just 
saved from something but to something; from the bondage of sin to the freedom of knowing and 
serving God. God has delivered Israel from slavery, but they are not living like free people. Last 
week I talked about the ten commandments and how every single command hinges on idolatry. 
We will see in a moment that not only has Israel not learned their lesson, but we too fall prey of 
this very sin. Idolatry is not so much about what you bow your knees to; it’s what you lean your 
soul on.

READ: Exodus 32:1-4

Now up to this point the Israelites have seen God work in all ten plagues in Egypt. They have 
seen God part the Red Sea and swallow up the entire Egyptian army before their very eyes. They 
have been led by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. They have been fed by the 
hand of God with manna and not to mention the fact that quail magically fell out of the sky for 
them to eat when they were tired of manna. They have seen the hand of God change bitter water 
into purified drinking water.

Now they are standing at the foot of this mountain and decide to take off all their rings, 
necklaces, and coins. For all the rich people they took off their rolex watches... for the rednecks 
they took off their giant belt buckles... and for the gangsters they took off the gold caps off their 
teeth. They melt it down and make a golden calf with it.

 Does anybody remember where they got this gold from?

Exodus 12:35-36 Now the sons of Israel had done according to the word of Moses, for they had 
requested from the Egyptians articles of silver and articles of gold, and clothing; 36 and the Lord 
had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let them have their request. 
Thus they plundered the Egyptians.

Now they are taking all this stuff that God gave them as a wedding present and they are melting 
it down to make another god. Why is this happening?

READ: Exodus 32:5-6

Israel is in a time of great anxiety. Moses has been gone longer than he is suppose to and some of 
the Israelites have started to wonder if Moses is even coming back. Keep in mind that these are 
families standing in the middle of the desert with no homes, no food, and no job. These people 
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are vulnerable and scared and have a lot of reason to be afraid. If you will notice that in some of 
your Bibles in verse four it says, “gods.” What you see them doing is not an outright rejection of 
God, but a way of supplementing their worship. They didn’t say, “God we hate you.” Verse five 
says, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the Lord.” The calf is something familiar to them. The calf is 
something the Egyptians worshipped and what many of them had worshipped before they left. 
The calf god is what they used to trust in. In a time of fear and anxiety we also return to the old 
gods in which we used to trust.

READ: Exodus 32:7-10

God knows that these people are not Moses’ people and God knows that He is the one that 
brought them out of Egypt not Moses. God is testing Moses during this time and Moses passes 
the test with flying colors.

READ: Exodus 32:11-13

God put Moses in a place to test him and teach him how to pray.

READ: Exodus 32:14-20

When you get the God of the bread of life... you live abundantly. When you get the god that you 
fashion for yourself... you die miserably.

READ: Exodus 32:21-23

 Do you know who Aaron sounds like in these verses?

Genesis 3:11-12 And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree 
of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom You gave to be 
with me, she gave me from the tree, and I ate.”

READ: Exodus 32:24-32

This story gives you a picture of what the normal Christian life is like. This story is told in a way 
that parallels the pattern of the first sin of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. Just like in the 
garden, God is temporarily absent and the people doubt God’s goodness and His Word just like 
Adam and Eve did in the Garden of Eden. People cling to something familiar and tangible in the 
place of God. For Adam and Eve it was the tree and for the Israelites it was the golden calf. The 
result of Adam and Eve’s sin was that they felt naked. Moses in verse 25 says the phrase “get out 
of control” or “broke loose” which in Hebrew is from the word naked. What Moses is showing 
us here is that there is a pattern that is repeating itself and that is the pattern of original sin that is 
being repeated in the life of Israel after they have been delivered. Even after they have been 
saved, they are repeating the pattern of the first sin. This is the story of your life and the story of 
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my life. This chapter is describing a process that theologians call sanctification... you are being 
made more like God.

In times of stress and times of fear and times of worry and times of loneliness and times of 
pressure and times of boredom, we return to the gods in which we are most familiar trusting. 
Remember the calf... that is what they worshipped in Egypt. They weren’t trying to reject God, 
they just wanted to depend on the calf along side of God.

 What do you tend to depend on and trust in along side of God?

 When is it that you say, “I know I need God, but I also need this for life to be ok?

If you want to know what those things are just look at where you most reflexively turn in times 
of stress or fear.

 Where do you turn?

Is it alcohol? Is it pornography? Is it burying yourself in your work? Is it your bank account or 
401K? Is it your kids? These things medicate the stress and fear in your life. These are old 
idolatries that have been papered over with religion and they resurface under pressure. Moses’ 
absence is not what caused the situation... the idolatry of their hearts is what caused it. Moses’ 
absence just revealed it.

ILLUSTRATION:
If I were to take a cup of marbles and knock the cup over, what would happen? Marbles would 
go everywhere. Why are there marbles everywhere? You would probably say because I knocked 
the cup over... not true. If I were to take that same cup with nothing in it and knock it over, what 
would happen? Nothing. There are marbles everywhere because there were marbles in the cup.

Many of us blame the knocks that life has given us. Life’s knocks don’t create the problem, it 
only reveals the problem. We need to quit blaming the situation and realize the situation is just 
revealing what is inside of us. Where does the trail of worry, fear, and stress lead back to? What 
is inside of you? Where does your mind go when it idles? What do you daydream about? 
Thinking about these things is not idolatry, but when these things dominate your thinking and 
control your emotions more than God does... it’s idolatry.

Unknown: “Never question in the dark what God has shown you in the light.”

At the cross, at the cross where I first saw the light,
and the burden of my heart rolled away.
It was there by faith I received my sight
and now I am happy all the day.
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Notice that when Aaron was confronted he threw the people under the bus to protect himself, but 
Moses identifies with the people and tells God that he will die in their place. Ultimately this isn’t 
about Moses, because Moses would actually fail these people as well. In Numbers 20, God tells 
Moses to speak to the rock and water will come out. Moses gets so mad and looses his temper at 
the Israelites that instead of speaking to the rock, he hits it with his staff. His disobedience causes 
him not to be able to enter into the promised land. There is only one leader... one Savior that you 
can really depend on to love and to lead you and that is Jesus. He is not only the one that offered 
to die in your place, but did die in your place.
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