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INTRODUCTION:
● Has God ever asked you to do something that sounded absurd and you questioned Him?

● Has God ever asked you to do something and you deliberately disobeyed Him?

Well this morning we are going to look at someone who deliberately obeyed God.

I would like to invite you to take your Bibles this morning and join me in the first book of the 
Old Testament, Genesis, the 22nd chapter verses 1-19, Genesis chapter 22, verses 1-19.  I want to 
speak to you on the subject of The Final Test; The Final Test.

READ:  Genesis 22:1-19

This chapter brings us to the seventh and last appearance of God to Abraham.  After this, there is 
nothing more that God could ask of Abraham.  This not only is the supreme test, but also The 
Final Test.

I want to share with you the Requirements For Passing The Test.

I. REQUIREMENTS FOR PASSING THE TEST. – 22:1-12

   “Now it came about after these things,” = WHAT THINGS?  Chapter 21

   “that God tested Abraham,” = The word tested means to try or to prove.

 This speaks of a Divine Testing not a Demonic Temptation

Any person whom God calls, whom God saves and whom God uses is going to be tested.  
He tests you and He tests me, and the tests are given to us to strengthen our faith.

One of the Requirements For Passing The Test is . . . .

 A. God wants You to LISTEN to Him. – v.1-2

  It says, “God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here I am.” – Abraham Listened To God!

● How many of you is God talking to, but you’re not listening?



Some of you are listening to God, but you are afraid to take that first step.
Sometimes God wants you to take that first step to see if you are totally 
committed to Him and totally sold out to Him only.

ILLUSTRATION:
Joshua 3:14-16a So it came about when the people set out from their tents to cross 
the Jordan with the priests carrying the ark of the covenant before the people, 15 
and when those who carried the ark came into the Jordan, and the feet of the 
priests carrying the ark were dipped in the edge of the water (for the Jordan 
overflows all its banks all the days of harvest), 16 that the waters which were 
flowing down from above stood and rose up in one heap,

The further and further we get from God, the harder it is to hear Him.
The closer and closer we get to God, the easier it is to hear Him.

  Now that Abraham is listening, let’s see what God says.

  READ:  Genesis 22:2

This is the first time human sacrifice is even suggested in the Bible.  Abraham has 
lost one child, Ishmael.  Is he to lose his only other child, Isaac?  Is Sarah’s “get 
rid of Ishmael” now replaced by God’s “get rid of Isaac”?  The magnitude of the 
test is shown by the mentioning of his name 4 times.  With each one it intensifies.

  Your son    Your only son    whom you love    Isaac

Isaac is that special son, Abraham’s only son, in whom all of his God-promised 
hopes for the future are centered.

The next Requirement For Passing The Test is that . . . .

 B. God wants You to OBEY Him. – v.3

Abraham’s immediate reaction is indicated by his willingness to obey God at 
whatever the cost.  To hold on to God’s dearest gift or to obey God’s command, 
this is the dilemma Abraham faces.

Johnny Hunt: “The Lord seldom gives a vision without a challenge to live that 
vision. God knows our temptation to ponder and think too long, and presses us 
with an undeniable opportunity.”

The requirement for OBEYING is LISTENING, but the 3rd Requirement For Passing The Test 
is that . . . .



 C. God wants You to WORSHIP Him. – v.4-5

  READ: Genesis 22:4-5

● Is it hard to worship God when we are not listening and when we are not 
 obeying Him?

If we don’t LISTEN to God, if we don’t OBEY God, we cannot WORSHIP God.

Adrian Rogers: What is worship? “Worship is all that I am, responding to all 
that He is.”

ILLUSTRATION:
Had you met Abraham on that day when he was on his way with Isaac, you might 
have asked him, “Hey Abraham, where are you going?” He would have replied, 
“To offer my son Isaac as a sacrifice, don’t tell his mother.”  You would have 
replied, “Don’t you know that that is considered murder?” Abraham would have 
said, “Yes, I’ve been taught that it is wrong.  I know that the heathen nations 
around here offer human sacrifice – the Philistines offer to Molech – but I have 
been instructed otherwise.” You would then question him further, “Then why are 
you doing it?” and he would explain, “All I know is that God has commanded it.  
I don’t understand it.  But I’ve been walking with Him now for over fifty years.  
He has never failed me, nor has He asked me to do anything that did not prove to 
be the best thing.  I don’t understand this, but I believe that if I go all the way with 
Him that God will raise Isaac from the dead.  I believe that with all my heart.”

WHY?

  Notice in V.5 it says, “we will worship and return to you.”

Abraham believed God would raise Isaac from the dead. This is found in Hebrews 
11:17-19.

Hebrews 11:17-19 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and 
he who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son; 18 it was 
he to whom it was said, “In Isaac your descendants shall be called.” 19 He 
considered that God is able to raise men even from the dead, from which he also 
received him back as a type.

Not only does God want you to LISTEN, to OBEY and to WORSHIP Him, but the 4th 
Requirement For Passing The Test is that . . . .

 D. God wants You to FOLLOW Him. – v.6-8



  
  READ: Genesis 22:6-8

  “Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son,”

We see here that Isaac is big and strong enough to carry the wood and Isaac was 
also old enough to know what was involved in the act of worship.

  Notice at the end of V.6 and V.8 it says, “So the two of them walked on 
together.”

ILLUSTRATION:  Jesus mentions the word FOLLOW 35 times in the 4 
gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John).  For example . . . .

  Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men. Matthew 4:19
  If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross 

and follow Me.  Mark 8:34
  One thing you still lack; sell all that you possess and distribute it to the poor, 

and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.  Luke 18:22
  If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me;  John 12:26

The 5th Requirement For Passing The Test is that . . . .

 E. God wants You to TRUST Him. – v.9-10

  READ: Genesis 22:9-10

Abraham is fully committed to not only obeying the Lord, but trusting the Lord.  
He has already bound his son Isaac, laid him on the altar, and has taken the knife 
to slay his son.

Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your 
own understanding. 6 In all ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths 
straight.

● Do you think if Abraham would have leaned on his own understanding that he 
would have a knife ready to slay his son?  NO, but he trusted in Him.

The 6th and final Requirement For Passing The Test is that . . . .

 F. God wants You to FEAR Him. – v.11-12

  READ: Genesis 22:11-12



The urgency with which the angel of the LORD speaks is indicated by repetition.

Abraham is committed to God.  He has listened, obeyed, worshiped, followed, 
and trusted in God – and we see here that Abraham also FEARS God.

God knows that Abraham fears Him.  How does He know?  By his actions, by his 
works; previously it was by his faith and trust, but now it is through his actions.

That is the reason James could say in James 2:20-21 Faith without works is 
useless? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up 
Isaac his son on the altar?

CONCLUSION:
I’ve been talking about Abraham and his final test and also the requirements for passing that test.  
I want to also talk about a Man who not only took His final test, but passed His final test.

This Man is no stranger to this very same land called Moriah.
This Man like Isaac, carried the wood for His own sacrifice.
This Man was also bound on top of the wood.
This Man did not ask where the lamb was – He was the Lamb.
This Man was not spared, but was sacrificed.

Who is this Man?  He is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, He is the Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the end, the Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the Eternal Father, The 
Prince of Peace, the Great I Am, Jesus Christ.  That’s who this Man is.

Did He pass the test?  You bet He did.


