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INTRODUCTION:
This text is so important that Matthew records it in 9:14-17 and Luke records it in 5:33-38. It is 
also important to note that each gospel account puts the “Call of Matthew” immediately before 
this text. So right on the heels of Jesus declaring that He could forgive sin and then 
demonstrating that the sinners he forgave was the exact opposite of what the Pharisees were 
preaching. Here we have a chance to see Jesus proclaim the exclusivity of the gospel.

READ: Mark 2:18-22

1. A Critical Accusation. - v.18

  2:18 =  “Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples 
do not fast?”

Have you ever noticed that whenever the Pharisees or the Scribes are around Jesus there is 
conflict that is built around questions. And usually those questions have to do with His contrary 
behavior. Either He is violating a law or tradition or His disciples’ behavior is a breach of their 
tradition.

When you see “John’s disciples,” Mark is referring to none other than John the Baptist. What’s 
interesting is that in Matthew’s account he only refers to John’s disciples and not the disciples of 
the Pharisees.

Wasn’t it John the Baptist who said in. . . .
John 1:29 Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

John 3:30 He must increase, but I must decrease.

Didn’t the people who followed John the Baptist shift to following Jesus? If you notice in Mark 
1:5 that “all the country of Judea was going out to (who?) him”. . . .John the Baptist.

Both groups are observing their traditions regarding fasting, while Jesus and His disciples are 
coming out of a banquet eating with tax collectors. During the time of Jesus, the pious Pharisees 
fasted twice a week, on the second and fifth day. If the feast of Levi fell on the evening 
beginning either of their weekly fast days, the disciples of Jesus were feasting at the very time 
the pious Pharisees were fasting. It was regarded as astonishing that they did not adhere to the 
pious practice.

 What is the value of fasting?



 Is fasting in and of itself a spiritual discipline, or must it be connected to a spiritual 
 purpose to have value?

Matthew 6:16-18 Whenever you fast, do not put on a gloomy face as the hypocrites do, for they 
neglect their appearance so that they will be noticed by men when they are fasting. Truly I say to 
you, they have their reward in full. 17 But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your 
face 18 so that your fasting will not be noticed by men, but by your Father who is in secret; and 
your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.

NOTE: Isaiah 58:3-9a

So with “A Critical Accusation” in verse 18, comes. . . .

2. A Corrective Answer. - vv.19-20

  2:19 =  “While the bridegroom is with them, the attendants of the bridegroom (groomsmen) 
cannot fast, can they? So long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot 
fast.”

Fasting during a wedding feast would be most inappropriate. The Bridegroom had come! It was 
time for laughter, not lamentation; a time to feast, not a time to fast. After all, the ultimate goal of 
all such self-denial had been reached. The Lord of Glory had come! It was a time to rejoice and 
be glad. A new day had dawned. A new age had been born. Holiness now no longer went hand in 
hand with heaviness; it went arm in arm with happiness.

Isaiah and Jeremiah both had previously used the marriage relationship as an illustration of 
Israel’s being married to Jehovah. Now Jesus, using veiled language, directly identifies Himself 
as Israel’s husband and therefore as Jehovah!

HOLD YOUR PLACE & TURN TO: John 2:1-11 = Jesus’ first miracle

  2:20 =  “But the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then 
they will fast in that day.”

In the Greek, this phrase suggests a sudden violent removal or snatching away.

Isaiah 53:8 By oppression and judgment He (the Messiah) was taken away;

This is the first reference by Jesus to His death in the gospel of Mark. Then they will fast.

So with “A Critical Accusation” in verse 18 and “A Corrective Answer” in verses 19 & 20, we 
have. . . .



3. A Clarifying Analogy. - vv.21-22

  2:21 =  “No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; otherwise the patch 
pulls away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear results.”

  2:22 =  “No one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the wine will burst the skins, 
and the wine is lost and the skins as well; but one puts new wine into fresh 
wineskins.”

The new piece of cloth was what we now call Christianity. The old garment, patched and worn 
out, was Judaism, with its feasts and fasts and rules and regulations and sacrifices and 
ceremonies. Jesus had come to bring in something new and different. He had not come to patch 
up Judaism. Trying to sew Christianity onto Judaism would not work. Judaism was obsolete and 
was to be replaced altogether.

The wine is the Holy Spirit. The wineskins represent the believer. Christ came to make us new, 
fit vessels for the indwelling Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit could not and cannot be poured into an 
old life. The Lord did not come to improve our old nature; He came to provide us with a new 
nature capable of handling the baptism, the indwelling, the filling, and the anointing of the 
mighty Spirit of God. All things were made new—new bottles for new wine.

CONCLUSION:
I think it is absolutely beautiful how Jesus ties this all together ending with an analogy of wine. I 
can imagine as He is talking to the disciples He is thinking backward to His first miracle at the 
wedding feast and turning water into wine. Not only would Jesus be looking backward, but 
looking forward to when that day comes; the Glorious Appearing, when we will be suddenly, 
violently removed or snatching away to dine with the—as Timothy Keller calls it—“Lord of the 
Wine.”


