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Imagine the story....Jesus knew it would amplify by Him being in the water

Parable = earthly stories with a heavenly meaning

 Why a parable?

Walk through each soil

  4:9 =  He left the interpretation of the parable up to them. They had enjoyed the story. 
Now let them figure out its significance

 If left up to these verses, would you have understood the real meaning behind His 
 parable?

Mystery = reveal & conceal at the same time / a parable that was obvious to the story part, but 
mystical and hidden to its significance

Mark 4:12 = Isaiah 6:9-10 - From the outset, Isaiah had been warned that his preaching would 
produce no lasting results

  4:13 =  From what has been revealed so far, would you grasp and understand what Jesus is 
trying to get at?

  4:16-17 = what is depicted here is mere profession of faith rather than true possession of 
Christ.

 To have faith; what does that mean?

Johnny Hunt: “A faith that hasn’t been tested, cannot be trusted.”

Turn to Ruth 1:8-18
 Famine
 Naomi’s husband Elimelech dies
 Naomi is left with her 2 sons & daughter-in-laws, Orpah & Ruth
 Lived there 10 years and her sons died
 They pack up and move to Moab

  4:19 =  The Lord points out 3 common hinderances: Worry, Wealth, Wants



 “the worries of this world” = Poverty - The Devil uses worry to focus our attention on 
               this world while the Gospel focuses on the next world.

 “the deceitfulness of riches” = Plenty - Wealthy people tend to be independent and 
      self-sufficient. Money insulates them from most of the 
      harsh realities of life, so they don’t feel the need for the 
      gospel.

 “the desires for other things” = As soon as they acquire this, they want that

 The people which represent v.18 & 19, do they get saved?

This time the soil was deep enough and fertile enough, but it was also full of thorns.

Thorns = the emblem of the curse


