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INTRODUCTION:
Let’s do a recap of what we have studied so far in the book of Mark.
 Ch.1 = Jesus heals the demon possessed man in the synagogue
 Ch.2 = Jesus leads the disciples in a feast while the scribes were fasting
 Ch.3 = Jesus speaks about the unpardonable sin
 Ch.4 = Jesus tells the parable of the sower, the seed, and the soil

READ: Mark 5:21-34 / 5:35-43

What must have been going through Jairus’s mind as the previous events were unfolding? Didn’t 
Jesus understand the urgent nature of his request? Here his daughter was at the point of death, yet 
it seemed that Jesus was more interested in helping some wretched woman who had already been 
sick for twelve years! Couldn’t she wait a little longer! Couldn’t He heal her later at a more 
convenient time? It seems only normal that Jairus would have entertained such thoughts as he 
witnessed the woman’s healing.

 What would your reaction be if you were in Jairus’s shoes?

 What is your normal reaction when your plans aren’t carried out as expected?
Ex./ In looking for a place to live, let’s say we haven’t found anything yet. 
Someone else who has been looking for a place to live finds something before you 
do. This couple has money, can afford two mortgages, and even sales there 
previous house in the process. My normal reaction would be to complain to God 
and ask why did those people not have to struggle and it seemed that you helped 
them while leaving me stranded still trying to find a house.

  5:36 =  “Do not be afraid any longer, only believe.”

 Why would Jesus say this to Jairus after the fact that his daughter was now dead?

 Why didn’t Jesus tell him this in verses 21-34?

 What is does it mean to believe?

Lets pause here and jump to something else I want to point out and then we will come back and 
tie it all together. Everything in the Bible has a reason why it is there.

  5:42 =  “for she was twelve years old.”



 What does that have to do with the price of beans in China?

Notice in verse 25 that Mark mentions that the hemorrhaging woman was afflicted for how many 
hears? Twelve

 What age was Jesus when Mary and Joseph thought they had lost him, but He was only in 
the synagogue? Twelve

There are numbers all throughout the Bible that pop up here and there and have a meaning 
behind just the number.

Three The Divine Number
  God in His tri-unity. (three in one)
  Who was, is, and is to come.
  The simplest compound figure is an equal sided triangle.
  Man made in the image of God is triune. (body, soul, spirit)
  Jesus rose from the dead on the 3rd day.
  Everything God has made is either time, space, or matter.
  Time is made up of the past, present, or future.
  Space is made up of height, width, or depth.
  Matter is made up of energy, motion, or phenomena.

Four The Earth Number (creation)
  The 4 corners of the earth. (the four points of a compass)
  The four creatures around the throne. (all of creation)
  There are only 4 seasons in a year.

Twelve God’s Governmental Number
  3 x 4 (Divine number x Earth number) = God ruling and reigning
  How many apostles?
  How many patriarchs?
  How many tribes of Israel?
  How many disciples?

Jesus, gazing at her, would doubtless remember when He Himself had been twelve years old. 
That was the age when He knew exactly who He was, who His Father was, and what His 
business was. Raising that twelve year old girl was part of His Father’s business. Not only was it 
His Father’s business, but it was a foretaste of what was to come.

Something else that is very interesting in this story is in verse 39.

  5:39 =  “The child has not died, but is asleep.”



Sleep is a strange phenomenon. We get tired, begin to yawn, seek our beds, and fall asleep. 
Sometimes sleep comes easily; at other times, we toss and turn before it comes. There are even 
times when we fight it. We drift off, at last, and the observer sees the body, its eyes closed, lying 
on the bed “dead to the world.” But it is not dead. A mysterious process of rejuvenation is taking 
place as the body renews itself for a new day. The Lord, however, saw a parallel between sleep 
and death. Sleep is an illustration, drawn by the hand of God, to remind us of our mortality and 
of the certainty of a glorious morning yet to dawn and of a wondrous awakening to a new eternal 
day.

Notice in verse 40.

  5:40 =  “They began laughing at Him.”

Take the words Believe, Trust, and Faith; this is what the Christian life is made up of. We are to 
believe, trust, and have faith that Jesus died for our sins and was raised to life on the third day 
and now awaits for the moment in which He will come and gather his bride. We were all at some 
point in our lives asleep or dead in our sins like the 12 year old girl, but Jesus came to our house, 
knocked at our door and stepped into our lives and woke us up from our sleep. He saved us from 
deaths grip and gave us not only a new life, but just as He fed the little girl in v.43, He feeds us 
daily from His precious Word. The number 12 is here to remind us that in that day—The 
Glorious Appearing—when He comes “Ruling & Reigning” and sets up His government, there 
will be happiness for those who did Believe, Trust, and had Faith, but there will be whaling and 
gnashing of teeth when those who mocked Him just like the ones who were outside Jairus’s 
house, are judged and experience eternal punishment.


