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INTRODUCTION:
The word psalms comes from the Greek word that suggests the idea of a “praise song.” It is 
related to a Hebrew concept which means “the plucking of strings.” It is to be sung to the 
accompaniment of stringed instruments. The collection of these psalms into one book served as 
the first hymnbook for God’s people. The ancient Hebrews called it “The Book of Praises.” This 
title reflects its main purpose—to assist believers in the proper worship of God.

Psalms 135 and 136 have many points of similarity. Both psalms praise God. Both describe His 
amazing works of creation. Both indicate His special choice of Israel, Jacob’s descendants. Both 
describe His victory over Egypt as He led His people out triumphantly. Both describe His leading 
them through the wilderness to the land He had promised their ancestors centuries earlier.

At the same time, the two psalms have profound differences. Psalm 135 focuses on God’s 
greatness; Psalm 136 focuses on God’s love. Psalm 135 is a testimony of one person (135:5), 
who calls Israel to reflect on God’s greatness. Psalm 136 is a responsive reading, in which a 
worship leader reads a declaration about God and everyone else responds, “His love is eternal.” 
Psalm 135 contrasts God with idols. Psalm 136 mentions only the Lord. Psalm 135 ends with a 
strong call to praise the Lord; Psalm 136 urges thanksgiving.

Each Psalm can be categorized under one particular literary type and Psalm 135 is considered as 
a “Thanksgiving Psalm.”

Structurally the psalm divides into five strophes.
 vv. 1-4  Praise the Lord
 vv. 5-7   Idols: The Lord is Above All His Creation
 vv. 8-14   Israel’s History
 vv. 15-18  Idols: The Inability of Idols, Man’s Creation
 vv. 19-21 Praise the Lord

Read Psalm 135:1-4

 Who would make your list of the world’s ten greatest people?

Jim Collins in his book Good to Great says, “Good is the enemy of Great.”

Former heavyweight boxer Mohammad Ali was nicknamed “the Greatest.” He famously said 
before one fight, “I am the greatest. . . . I said that even before I knew I was.” Even his 
autobiography is titled The Greatest. Even though Ali once held the title of World Heavyweight 
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Champion, a day came when he could no longer back up his claim to be the greatest. As 
Christians, we affirm that God alone is the greatest—a claim that will always be true.

Psalm 135:1 is the same as Psalm 113:1

Psalm 113:1 Praise the Lord! Praise, O servants of the Lord, praise the name of the Lord.

  135:1 =  “Praise the Lord! Praise the name of the Lord;”

 Is “praising the name of the Lord” the same thing as “praising the Lord”?

I want to be a little vulnerable with asking this next question.

 Has there been times in your christian walk that you didn’t feel like praising the Lord?

 What advice could you give a believer who does not feel like praising God?

Have you ever heard the phrase, “God is good...all the time...and all the time...God is good.”

 What evidence can we provide to support the psalmist’s claim that God is good? How 
 does knowing God is good all the time help you face difficult circumstances?

Growing up, on Thanksgiving we used to go around the table and say what we were thankful for. 
I think it would be good not to do it on thanksgiving only, but get in the habit of being thankful 
all the time. In fact, lets go around the room and say what you are thankful for.

Read Psalm 135:5-7

In Greek Mythology
 God of the Heavens = Uranus
 God of the Earth = Gaia
 God of the Seas = Poseidon

But God is not limited to a particular sphere assigned to Him by His creation, as is the case with 
pagan deities. The Lord is God over all realms by virtue of His being the Creator.

Not only is He over the Heavens, the Earth, and the Sea, but He is also over the elements of 
nature such as, the rain, the lightning, and the wind.

 If the Lord is the God of the storms (v. 7), how do we (or can we) explain “natural 
 disasters” that destroy property and take lives?

________________________
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