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INTRODUCTION:
You might have heard this Psalm read, quoted, or recited at a funeral. In digging deeper for the 
first time, this Psalm is not about death, but about life.

There are many images in the Bible that are used to describe truth about our God. Such as...
 Lion, Eagle, Lamb, Sun, Light, Fire, Fountain, Rock, Hiding Place, Tower, Shield
He is also called...
 Creator, Bridegroom, Husband, Judge, King, Man of War, Builder, Maker, Physician, 
 Father

Yet there is another image that portraits with wonderful clarity and His desire to protect and 
guide us is the image of a Shepherd or into todays lesson...Our Shepherd King.

In Psalm 22, Jesus is our Suffering King.
In Psalm 24, Jesus is our Sovereign King.
And in Psalm 23, Jesus is our Shepherd King.

John 10:11 I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.

Hebrews 13:20 Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the 
sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord,

1 Peter 5:4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

Charles Spurgeon: “Psalm 23 is the pearl of the Psalms.”

James Montgomery Boice: “Psalm 23 is the most beloved of the 150 Psalms in the Psalter and 
possibly the best loved and best known chapter in the entire Bible. It is a masterpiece 
throughout.”

Read Psalm 23:1-6

  23:1 =  “I shall not want.”

I shall not want = NASB and NKJV
I shall not be in want = NIV
I have everything I need = NLT
I don’t need a thing = Message



“I lack nothing.” Occurs one other time in the Old Testament in Deuteronomy 2:7 in the context 
of God leading the Israelites out of Egypt and into the promise land. The one who shepherded his 
people through the wilderness and into the promise land will also shepherd you and me day in 
and day out. There is also a future exodus where he will shepherd you and me out of this life of 
sin and into the promise land of heaven.

  23:2 =  “He makes me...He leads me”

Notice the two totally different phrases here. He makes me do something. He leads me to do 
something.

Did you know that sheep are the most stupid animal made? You will never find sheep in a circus. 
Why? Because sheep are stupid.

ILLUSTRATION:
Sheep are very skittish. Bombs were going off in the middle east and the sheep would look up to 
find the shepherd. Once they found that the shepherd was near, they went back to grazing.

Not only is He our Shepherd, but He is our Provider.

John 6:35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and 
he who believes in Me will never thirst.”

John 4:14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water 
that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.

  23:3 =  “He restores my soul...or life;”

He gives me strength when I am weak and back on my feet and back in the fight when I stumble 
and when I fall.

Psalm 19:7 The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul;

 How easy do you find following the Lord in right paths? Why?

ILLUSTRATION:
A different twist on Psalm 23, Marcia Hornock said,

The clock is my dictator, I shall not rest. 2 It makes me lie down only when exhausted, it 
leads me to deep depression. 3 It hounds my soul; it leads me in circles of frenzy for 
activities sake. 4 Even though I run franticly from task to task I will never get it all done, 
for my ideal is with me; deadlines and my need for approval they drive me. 5 They 
demand performance from me beyond the limits of my schedule; they anoint my head 



with migraines; my in-basket overflows. 6 Surely fatigue and time pressure shall follow 
me all the days of my life and I will dwell in the bonds of frustration forever.

He makes me, but then he leads me or guides me.

Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

This picture of a lamp to my feet is literally a candle or some kind of lamp tied to their shoe for 
light to their path. That is the way God directs us through life’s paths; one step at a time.

  23:3 =  “paths of righteousness”

Not just any path, but the path of righteousness.

John Piper: “A path of righteousness is a right path followed with the right attitude.”

Sometimes you can do the right thing, but with the wrong attitude for it is canceled out.

  23:3 =  “for His name’s sake.”

For his glory, greatness, and joy

Psalm 106:8 Nevertheless He saved them for the sake of His name, that He might make His 
power known.

V.4 = There are no green pastures in “the valley of the shadow of death.” There are no quiet 
water in “the valley of the shadow of death.” In the valley of the shadow of death is dark, 
unclear, and uncertain. Life is sometimes dark, life is sometimes unclear, and life can be at times, 
uncertain. You don’t know where you are or where you are going and are totally vulnerable just 
like a sheep in a deep dark valley of death. But the psalmist says, even though I am here “I will 
fear no evil.” Why? “For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.”

Sometimes we as Christians think we are in the valley alone, but this verse says otherwise. But 
not only is God with us, but He leads us into the valley. You are not there by accident. You are 
not there by chance. You are going through the darkest night, the deepest valley, and starring 
death in the face. Why? Because the Good Shepherd has taken you there.

Psalm 84:11 For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord gives grace and glory; no good thing 
does He withhold from those who walk uprightly.

  23:4 =  “Your rod and Your staff,”



The rod is an instrument to protect, guard, and provide safety. The staff is an instrument to 
comfort, guide, and provide support. With one He guards us and the other He guides us.

  23:5 =  “You have anointed my head with oil;”

He publicly acknowledges us as honored guests and gives us more than we need by letting our 
cup overflow. Your enemies will vanish in comparison to what the Shepherd King is preparing 
for you at this table.

He is with us in the pastures (v.2), the valley (v.4), the table (v.5), and the house (v.6).

  23:6 =  “follow”

He is pursuing us, but not only that; He is pursuing us with goodness and lovingkindness. He 
will track you down, because you cannot out run or out last God.

We started out as sheep, we then became guests, and now we are treated as family—His child—
living in the house of the Lord forever.

If you mark in your Bibles, mark these references at the beginning of Psalm 23.

Psalm 23  ➔  Ezekiel 34  ➔  Micah 5  ➔  Luke 15  ➔  John 10  ➔  Revelation 7

In Psalm 23 the Bible promises to God’s people that there will be a Good Shepherd. This Psalm 
is penned by a man named David. If you know Israel’s history, because of idolatry and 
disobedience, God judged the northern kingdom in 722 and the southern kingdom in 587 and 
they were wiped out. Then God raises up a prophet. READ EZEKIEL 34:23. Putting Micah into 
context, it talks about the Messiah would come from the city of David. READ MICAH 5:2-4. He 
is the God-Man. He is the good shepherd of John 10 and will go looking for the lost sheep in 
Luke 15. And in the last book of the Bible, READ REVELATION 7:16-17.


