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After Adam broke the only rule in the garden, God came looking for him. Adam tried to hide 
from the Lord, and then attempted to blame Eve for his sin. But now we have David breaking 
God’s law and he has tried to hide it, but here again, God came looking for him. David will do 
something different from that of Adam, but in the end, both suffer the consequences of their own 
sin.

The wrong person + The wrong place + The wrong time = The wrong thing happening

1 Samuel 13:14 The Lord has sought out for Himself a man after His own heart,

2 Samuel 11 is David’s sin with Bathsheba.
 He committed adultery with her.
 He murdered her husband Uriah.
 He lied to the nation of Israel about his sin.

2 Samuel 12 when Nathan confronts David about his sin.

READ: Psalm 51:1-19

  51:1 =  “Be gracious to me,”

Show me favor. Have mercy on me. Do not give me what I deserve.

  51:1 =  “Your lovingkindness;”

Deal with me according to your faithfulness and your loyal love. Not my 
unfaithfulness and my disloyalty.

  51:1 =  “Your compassion”

It seems that David is very fond of triplets. He begins by talking about mercy, 
lovingkindness, and then compassion. Then he matches that with a three-fold 
description of sin followed by a three-fold description of forgiveness.

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
  51:1 =  “my transgressions.”

It has the idea of rebellion that is intentional and willful. The plural form of this 
word is significant. David has willfully broken God’s commandments. You shall not 
murder—he took the life of Uriah. You shall not commit adultery—he slept with 
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Bathsheba. You shall not steal—he stole another mans wife. You shall not bear false 
witness against your neighbor—he lied and tried to conceal his sin by putting his 
sin on Uriah. You shall not covet your neighbors wife—he saw Bathsheba and 
lusted after her anyway. “BLOT OUT MY TRANSGRESSIONS.”

  51:2 =  “my iniquity”

To bend or to twist. Going astray or departing from the right path.

  51:2 =  “my sin.”

But now David turns to the three-fold description of forgiveness.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
  51:1 =  “blot out”

To wipe the slate clean.

  51:2 =  “wash me”

A stain that needs to be cleaned with a thorough washing.

  51:2 =  “cleanse me”

An infectious disease that spreads if not cured.

 If God forgives sinners based on His own merits, does that mean we can deliberately rebel, as 
long as we repent repeatedly?

Psalm 51:3-6 – David’s Conviction

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

We are not sinners because we sin. Rather we sin because we are sinners.

Here we see David’s Conviction.

V.5 From the very beginning of my existence, there has never been a time that I have not been in 
a sinful state with sin as my close companion. I came into this world with a nature and a bent 
toward sin.

 After we sin and repent, does God erase all the consequences of our sins? Why?
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Psalm 51:7-9 – David’s Forgiveness

  51:7 =  “Purify me”

To purge. De-sin me or Un-sin me.

Now David is letting us know that not only has his soul been affected by his sin, but his body has 
been ill or sick and needs healing to his body.

Isaiah 53:4-5 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves 
esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through for our 
transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our wellbeing fell upon 
Him, and by His scourging we are healed.

  51:8 =  “Make me”

Whenever you read the words “make me” in the Bible, you know the person saying is being 
serious about what they are saying.

In V.9 this is the second time the phrase “blot out” is used in this chapter. But this time it is used 
to speak of God hiding His face and not looking upon his sin, but looking upon Jesus who has 
taken our place. That’s why Paul can write...

Colossians 2:14 Having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, 
which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.

Psalm 51:10-12 – David’s Restoration

  51:10 =  “Create in me”

This is the same Hebrew word that is used in Genesis 1 to talk about the created work of God. 
This word is never used in the Bible to talk about humans, but is always used to describe 
something God does.

V.11 is a controversial verse for the person that believes in eternal security.

V.12 is a verse where David is reiterating that you can’t lose your salvation, but you can lose the 
joy of your salvation. Your sin can rob you of the joy that God will give you in your Christian 
walk.

Psalm 51:13-17 – David’s Example

Again, David uses a three-fold way to describe his example.
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V.13  He teaches
V.14-15 He praises
V.16-17 He worships

Psalm 51:18-19 – David’s Blessing

Build up what I have torn down.

CONCLUSION:
Seeing that the word Psalms comes from the Greek word that suggests the idea of a “praise 
song.” I wanted to see if any hymns had used Psalm 51 as inspiration for writing. Charlotte 
Elliott wrote a hymn we all know, “Just As I Am.” Just as I am and waiting not to rid my soul of 
one dark blot; to thee whose blood can cleanse each spot. Oh Lamb of God I come, I come.
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