
How To Know God’s Will
Romans 12:1-2
July 25, 2010

 How can we as Christians know what God’s will is for our life?

READ: Romans 12:1-2

1. We Are To Commit Our Bodies. – 1:1

This deals with the outward.

The Holy Spirit already has the inner man, but He also wants the outer man (the flesh), in which 
the inner man dwells. Our bodies must be yielded continually to the Lord.

Romans 6:12-13 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, 13 
and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; 
but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness to God.

Romans 6:19 Present your members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification.

Romans 8:13 For if you are living according to the flesh, you must die;

1 Corinthians 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in 
you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own.

Galatians 5:24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions 
and desires.

 You might ask how do we present our bodies as a living and holy sacrifice?

Through the willingness to surrender to Him ALL our hopes, ALL our plans, ALL our dreams, 
ALL our wants, and everything that is precious to us, ALL that is humanly important to us, and 
ALL that we find fulfilling.

 What happens when we give it ALL to God including our bodies.

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed 
away; behold, new things have come.

ILLUSTRATION:     Abraham sacrificing Isaac
God does not destroy what we give Him, but refines it and purifies it. The giving of ourselves 
and the giving of our bodies, and the giving of ALL that we find fulfilling and the giving of our 
best, is acceptable to God.
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2. We Are To Change Our Mind. – 1:2

Whereas the body dealt with the outward, this deals with the inward.

The world wants to change your mind, so it exerts pressure from the outside. But the Holy Spirit 
changes your mind by releasing power from the inside. Inwardly we are to be transformed by the 
renewing of our mind. When this occurs we are naturally transformed outwardly and inwardly. 
The renewing of the mind can only be accomplished by the Holy Spirit working in us. And the 
means by which the Holy Spirit is to transform us is by reading the word of God.

Psalm 119:11 Your word I have treasured in my heart, that I may not sin against You.

Psalm 34:8 O taste and see that the Lord is good; how blessed is the man who takes refuge in 
Him!

 Why are we to read the Bible?

During the temptation of Jesus Christ, Satan used the word of God against the Son of God. Why 
wouldn’t Satan use the word of God on the child of God? Answer – he does.

Here’s what happens. We get up in the morning and we read our Bibles and set off for work 
feeling good. Sometime during the course of the day something or somebody has triggered that 
old self, that old body, that old creature inside us and we go back to our old self. We totally 
forget what it is that we read that morning and throw it out the window of forgetfulness and act 
like the world does. It isn’t until after the fact that we think back on the situation that we feel 
bad. We want to take back everything we did. We wish we could take back the things that were 
said. Paul said...

Romans 7:23 But I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law 
of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.

Satan wants us to feel defeated every day. Not only does he want us to feel defeated, but he 
wants us to live in defeat. If he can make you think that reading your Bible has no effect on how 
you live your life than he has won and you have been defeated. God’s word is our sword and our 
only offensive weapon against the war with the world for our minds.

Look at it this way... spending time with God  Knowing God  Loving God  Trusting God.

3. We Are To Complete His Will. – 1:2

The body dealt with the outward and the mind dealt with the inward. The will deals with the 
upward.

2



The renewed mind enables us to discern the will of God. Released from the control of the world 
around us, we can come to know what God has in mind for us. Your mind controls your body, 
and your will controls your mind. So that is why we must renew it.

 You might ask what is the will of God?

There are two wills of God in my studying and reading and pouring over the bible. There are two 
clear and very different meanings for the term “will of God” in the Bible. We need to know them 
and decide which one is being used here in Romans 12:2. In fact, knowing the difference 
between these two meanings of “the will of God” is crucial to understanding one of the biggest 
and most perplexing things in all the Bible, namely that... God is sovereign (ultimate & supreme 
power) over all things and yet disapproves of many things. Which means that God disapproves 
of some of what He ordains to happen. That is, He forbids some of the things He brings about. 
And He commands some of the things He hinders. Or to put it another way: God wills some 
events in one sense that he does not will in another sense.

 A. God’s Sovereign Will.

Let’s see the passages of Scripture that make us think this way. One of the clearest is the way 
Jesus spoke of the will of God in the Garden of Gethsemane when he was praying.

Matthew 26:39 My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as 
You will.

 What does the will of God refer to in this verse?

It refers to the sovereign plan of God that will happen in the coming hours.

Acts 4:27-28 For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy servant Jesus, 
whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of 
Israel, 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose predestined to occur.

So the “will of God” was that Jesus die. This was His plan, His decree. There was not changing 
it, and Jesus bowed and said, “Here’s my request, but you do what is best to do.” That’s the 
sovereign will of God. Don’t miss the very crucial point here that it includes the sins of man. 
Herod, Pilate, the soldiers, the Jewish leaders—they all sinned in fulfilling God’s will that His 
Son be crucified. So to be very clear on this: God wills to come to pass some things that he hates.

1 Peter 3:17 For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather 
than for doing what is wrong.

In other words, it may be God’s will that Christians suffer for doing good. He has in mind 
persecution. But persecution of Christians who do not deserve it, is sin. So again, God sometimes 
wills that events come about that include sin.
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Ephesians 1:11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His 
purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,

The will of God is God’s sovereign governance of all that comes to pass. This is the first 
meaning of the will of God: it is God’s sovereign control of all things. It cannot be broken. It 
always comes to pass.

 B. God’s Will Of Command.

Now the other meaning for “the will of God” in the Bible is what we can call His “will of 
command.” His will is what he commands us to do. This is the will of God we can disobey and 
fail to do. His sovereign will we do whether we believe in it or not. The will of command we can 
fail to do. For example, Jesus said,

Matthew 7:21 Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.

1 Thessalonians 4:3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from 
sexual immorality;

Here we have a very specific instance of what God commands of us: holiness, sanctification, 
sexual purity. This is his will of command. But so many of us do not obey.

 Which “Will” is referred to in Romans 12:2?

Paul is referring to God’s will of command. I say this for at least two reasons. One is that God 
does not intend for us to know most of his sovereign will ahead of time.

Deuteronomy 29:29 The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed 
belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.

If you want to know the future details of God’s sovereign will, you don’t want a renewed mind... 
what you really want is a crystal ball.

The other reason I say that the will of God in Romans 12:2 is God’s will of command and not 
His sovereign will is that the phrase “by testing you may discern” implies that we should approve 
of the will of God and then obediently do it. That’s the goal of this verse: not trying to figure out 
the secret will of God that he plans to do, but discerning the revealed will of God that we ought 
to do.

These two verses make it plain that there is one great task of the Christian life... Be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind. We need new hearts and new minds. If you make the tree good 
then the fruit will be good. That’s the great challenge. That is what God calls you to. You can’t 
do it on your own. You need Christ, who died for your sins. And you need the Holy Spirit to lead 
you into Christ-exalting truth and work in you the humility to get it done.
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CONCLUSION:

Have Thine Own Way, Lord
Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way!
Thou art the Potter, I am the clay.
Mold me and make me after Thy will,
While I am waiting, yielded and still.

Give yourself to this. Immerse yourself in the written Word of God; saturate your mind with it. 
And pray that the Spirit of Christ would make you so new that the spillover would be good, 
acceptable, and perfect—the will of God.
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