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I think throughout the history of the church, heaven has been a preoccupation of God's people. 
Many songs have focused on heaven. Most Christians, I suppose, through the centuries could say 
with the psalmist in Psalm 73...

Psalm 73:25 Whom have I in heaven but You? And besides You, I desire nothing on earth.

That is the expression of the heart that longs for God. Much like Psalm 42 where the psalmist 
says...

Psalm 42:1-2 As the deer pants for the water brooks, so my soul pants for You, O God. 2 My soul 
thirsts for God, for the living God; when shall I come and appear before God?

The psalmist in the same Psalm 73 said, “The nearness of God is my good.” He also said, “God 
is my portion forever.” Being preoccupied with the person of God, longing to be in the presence 
of God was on the heart of Christians. In fact, the pure in heart, according to the words of Jesus 
in Matthew 5:8 are promised that they will some day see God. Through the centuries that desire 
to see God, to be in God’s presence, to enjoy God forever, that desire that there is nothing in the 
world that can satisfy them has been on the hearts of believers. But it’s not so in the culture 
today.  

We are living in a society of instant gratification, material comfort, and endless indulgences and 
the church has become just like it. Nothing demonstrates that more than the lack of interest in 
heaven. Most Christians are, to some degree or another, more interested in laying up treasure on 
earth than in heaven. They’re more concerned with their investments and their retirement 
package and their own future on earth than they are with heaven. I suppose most Christians 
sacrifice the eternal blessing of glory on the altar of temporal gratification. We don’t talk about 
heaven much. We don’t sing about heaven much because we’re really not that interested.

Philippians 3:20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Colossians 3:2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.

1 John 2:15-17 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of 
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the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 17 The world 
is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.

You see, everything connected to our spiritual life and destiny is in heaven. Our Father is there. 
Our Savior is there. Our fellow believers are there. Our name is there, our life is there, our 
inheritance is there, our home is there, our citizenship is there, our reward is there, our treasure is 
there. Everything that belongs to us is there. The reason we should have a longing for heaven is 
because God is there. And whom have we in heaven but Him? And whom do we desire on earth 
but Him? He should be our supreme affection, our supreme love, our supreme desire and if He’s 
in heaven then heaven should be the place we long to be.

ILLUSTRATION:
John Bunyan writing in Pilgrim's Progress has a conversation between two pilgrims who 
are on their way to the celestial city, which, of course, is heaven. One of the two pilgrims says to 
the other, “When do you find yourself in the most wholesome and most vigorous spiritual state?” 
To which the other pilgrim says, “When I think of the place to which I am going.”  Bunyan 
understood that heaven on your mind changes your life. Living with an anticipation of the 
presence of God changes everything. Sadly, I suppose most Christians are more like Mark Twain 
who when told about heaven flippantly said, “You take heaven, I’d rather go to Bermuda.”

Before we dive into Revelation 21 and 22, let’s lay some foundation first. Heaven is referred to 
550 times or so in Scripture. Heaven is referred to 54 times in the book of Revelation. The Old 
Testament Hebrew word for heaven means, “the heights.” The New Testament word for heaven 
means that which is elevated, that which is lifted up, that which is raised up. Scripture speaks of 
three heavens. In 2 Corinthians 12:2 it says Paul was taken up into the third heaven, that’s the 
heaven where God dwells. The first heaven is the atmospheric heaven... the air we breathe. The 
second heaven is the stratospheric heaven... the planets, the stars, the sun and the moon.

 Where is the third heaven?

I don’t know where exactly, but all I do know is it’s up.

 Now I know the next question... How far up?

You’ve got to get through the atmospheric heaven and then you’ve got to get through the 
stratospheric heaven. But let’s just assume that we go through the atmospheric heaven and the 
stratospheric heaven to get to the third heaven. The moon is 211,463 miles from earth and you 
could walk to it in 27 years if you could walk 24 miles a day. Now if we could just crank up your 
speed a little bit to the speed of light... 186,000 miles per second, you could get to the moon in a 
second and a half. At that speed you could reach Jupiter in 35 minutes and 11 seconds because 
it’s only 367 million miles away. You could reach Saturn at that speed in one hour and 11 
seconds because it’s only 790 million miles away. When you’ve gone beyond that to Pluto, you 
are now in the billions of miles away. Travel beyond that and when you’ve arrived at the very 
extremity of what we know is our solar system, you haven’t even gotten out of the front yard. 
You’re still at the very beginning of the stratospheric heaven because Alpha Centauri which is a 
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star that is 20 billion light years away... the North Star... it is 400 billion miles away. And you 
want to know something? When you get there, you’re still in our galaxy and there are billions of 
galaxies. So when we say “up,” it is up.

In a sense, it’s outside the created order as we know it, it’s in a different dimension than time and 
space and so it’s a little flippant to assume that it’s miles away, but you understand that the great 
heaven of God is way beyond the created world and yet we can be there in a split second.

READ: Revelation 21:1

Now if you will remember, as this chapter opens, all the sinners of all the ages, demons and men, 
including Satan, the false prophet, and the Antichrist are now in the eternal Lake of Fire. They 
are out of the presence of God, the saints, and the angels forever. Additionally, the entire 
universe, all the way out to endless space... through all the billions of light years that make up the 
stratospheric heavens has been destroyed. God then takes the angels and the saints and creates 
for them a new universe which is to be our eternal dwelling place.

Isaiah 65:17 For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former things will not be 
remembered or come to mind.

 When we get to heaven, will we remember what went on down here on earth?

No. Because if you could remember, you would remember things that are tainted with what? Sin. 
What Isaiah had predicted is now a reality in the vision that John is having.

Psalm 102:25-26 Of old You founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of Your hands. 26 
Even they will perish, but You endure; and all of them will wear out like a garment; like clothing 
You will change them and they will be changed.

Think about it. This whole universe will be uncreated. When you think about the creation of it, 
think about the creation of a universe where you can reach a star 400 billion miles away and still 
be in our galaxy and there are billions more galaxies beyond it. Imagine that massive universe 
being uncreated and then in its place... a new heaven and a new earth.

  21:1 =  “and there is no longer any sea.”

Three quarters of the earth’s surface is covered with water. And you know something... we’re 
mostly water. Your blood is 90 percent water and your flesh is 65 percent water. There’s not only 
water in the oceans, there’s water in the land and plants are mostly water and animals are 
mostly water, and the earth. Man’s existence is water based. You would die if you get 
dehydrated. The new heaven and the new earth will not operate on water anymore. But in 
Revelation 22:1 it says, “He showed me a river of the water of life,” and that’s the only water, 
but it’s not the kind we know of today... it’s the water of Life.

READ: Revelation 21:2
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Now here we are introduced to the capital city of heaven which is the new Jerusalem. It’s 
important to see that the new Jerusalem exists even now in some form... it’s heaven, it’s where 
God is. When God creates a whole new universe, that heaven, that third heaven is going to come 
down and descend into the midst of the new universe. If He’s gone now to prepare a place for us, 
it has to be in a place that now exists. The new heaven and the new earth do not exist yet. That’s 
why the Bible is so clear that the time is going to come in the end when God creates a new 
heaven and a new earth, a whole new universe and down from Him into that new universe will 
descend the heavenly city.

READ: Revelation 21:3-4

Now the first thing John says is that God is going to wipe away every tear from our eyes. You 
might say, “We’re going to be crying because we have to face the record of our sins.” That’s not 
so because the record of our sins was put on Jesus Christ, He already paid the penalty for it.

Romans 8:1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

What it means is there never will be a tear in heaven, not one single tear. There will be nothing 
sad. There will be nothing disappointing. There will be nothing unfulfilling. There will be 
nothing lacking. There will be nothing wrong. There will be nothing to cry about. Tears of 
poverty, tears of loneliness, tears over lost love ones, tears of pity, tears of remorse, and tears of 
regret are all gone forever. This is part of, what he says at the end of verse 4, “the first things 
have passed away. They don’t exist. Furthermore, since there is no water, you want have any 
water in you to cry. So just in case you didn’t get it... John writes it three times:

 “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes... there will no longer be any mourning, or 
 crying, or pain;”

READ: Revelation 21:5-14

Wouldn’t you know... in verse 12 comes a description of the new Jerusalem with 12 gates, 12 
angels, and on it were written the 12 tribes of Israel, and there were 12 foundation stones and on 
them were the 12 names of the 12 apostles. If you will remember back that 12 is “God’s 
Governmental number.” It is the divine number 3 times the earth number 4 that equals the 
number 12, which is God ruling and reigning. Everything has perfect symmetry. Everything has 
perfect balance. Everything is in perfect order. This is a reflection of a God who demands 
symmetry, balance, and order.

READ: Revelation 21:15-16

It is 1500 miles measured in those directions. Now some have suggested because it says length 
and width and height it could be a pyramid, but it’s best seen as a perfect cube. You might say, 
“It’s only 1500 miles cubed? Is that big enough to get us all in?” Listen to what Henry Morris 
says:
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This kind of geometry makes it easier to understand how all the redeemed of all the ages 
could be living in a single city. Although there’s no way to know precisely how many 
people will be there, one can make at least a somewhat accurate guess. It can be 
calculated of the total number of people who have lived between Adam’s time and our 
time is about 40 billion. Then assuming that a similar number will be born during the 
Millennium, because of the conditions, and allowing another 20 billion who died before 
or soon after death and never really populated the earth, it is reasonable that about 100 
billion men, women, and children could have been members of the human race, past, 
present and future.

Assume for the sake of argument that 20 percent of these will be saved, including all of 
those who die in infancy. It’s obviously only a guess, but the Lord Jesus did make it plain 
that the large majority will never be saved, right? If this figure is used then the new 
Jerusalem would have to accommodate 20 billion residents. Also assume that 25 percent 
of the city is used for the dwelling places of the inhabitants with the rest allocated to 
streets, parks, public buildings, etc.
 
With some calculation, the average space assigned to each person would be one over 
thirty cubic miles. This would correspond to a cubicle block with about 75 acres on each 
face. So obviously there’s adequate room in the holy city for all who will be there.

READ: Revelation 21:17

The first reaction is that it’s a very short wall, 72 yards high or 216 feet high. What good is that 
going to do when you’ve got a 1500 mile high city. But if you notice, it doesn’t say that it’s the 
height. If it’s not the height then it must be the width. That means that instead of it being 216 feet 
high it is 216 feet thick.

READ: Revelation 21:18

The material of the wall was jasper. What’s that? In so many terms... the walls are made of 
diamonds. You’ve got 1500 miles walled on all sides with diamonds to make one massive cube 
diamond. Now normally a cube wouldn’t refract enough light, you need more cuts than that. Not 
only is the wall made of jasper, but the rest of the city was pure gold like clear glass. This is 
something totally different, something new, something we’ve never ever seen before. This is 
translucent gold. The only reason I can say that it is clear like glass it for one great purpose... to 
radiate the glory of God.

READ: Revelation 21:19-20

These 12 stones are also the stones found in the breastplate of the high priest in Exodus 28 and 
39. What we have here is an awesome array of brilliant colors that the light of God’s glory is 
shining through as they make up the foundation of the heavenly city.

READ: Revelation 21:21
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Each one of the gates was a single pearl, a 1500 mile high pearl. Why? Maybe there’s some 
symbolism here. John Phillips writes this:

How appropriate. All other precious gems are metals or stones, but a pearl is a gem 
formed within the oyster. It is the only one formed by living flesh. The humble oyster 
receives an irritation or a wound and around the offending article that has penetrated and 
hurt it, the oyster builds a pearl. The pearl, we might say, is the answer of the oyster to 
that which injured it. And the glory land is God’s answer in Christ to the wicked men who 
crucified heaven’s beloved and put Him to open shame. How like God it is to make the 
gates of the new Jerusalem pearls. The saints as they come and go will be forever 
reminded as they pass the gates of glory that access to God’s home is only because of 
Calvary.

Think of the size of those gates. Think of the supernatural pearls from which they are 
made. What gigantic suffering is symbolized by those gates of pearl? Throughout the 
endless ages we shall be reminded by those pearly gates of the immensity of the 
sufferings of Christ. Those pearls hung eternally, as it were, at the access routes to glory 
will remind us forever of One who hung upon a tree and whose answer to those who 
injured Him was to invite them to forever share His home.

READ: Revelation 21:22-22:1

Remember, there is no more sea so this is not a river like we know it. This is a different kind of 
river. It’s ever flowing and it’s an ever cascading river. Why? Because it comes down from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb. It’s a symbol of pure, holy, eternal life flowing down through the 
city from the throne of God and of the Lamb. Water symbolizes salvation. Water symbolizes 
eternal life. You must be born of the water and the Spirit and it symbolizes washing and 
regeneration.

John 4:13-14 ... Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again; 14 but whoever drinks of the 
water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him 
a well of water springing up to eternal life.

John 7:37-38 ... If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as 
the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’

John understood the symbol of water, the symbolic character as it pointed to salvation cleansing. 
This river has no stagnation, this river has no pollution, no obstructions, no murkiness. It is the 
symbol of the constant flow of everlasting life from God’s throne to all the people in glory. He is 
the spring, He is the fountain, and He is the source of eternal life.

READ: Revelation 22:2

In the middle of its path and on either side of the river was the tree of life. There was a tree of 
life once in Genesis 2:9 in the Garden of Eden that symbolizes eternal life and blessing. This 
isn’t the same tree, but is one like it. If you notice that this tree has 12 different kinds of fruit for 
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every month. Sometimes I think heaven is going to be sort of boring and I think for people like 
me here’s a little hint that this tree of life is going to have 12 kinds of fruit, a different kind every 
month. What that means is heaven is going to be filled with what?... variety.

Then a most interesting comment: “The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.” 
Healing? From what? No more illness, no more pain, no more disease, what is this healing for? 
A better way to translate it would be this, “And the leaves of the tree were therapeutic.” They just 
enriched life. Like vitamins only supernatural ones. There's going to be provided in heaven 
infinite variety and they are going to be all kinds of things available in heaven demonstrated by 
the symbolism of the leaves of that tree that are going to energize life and make it rich and full 
and exciting.

READ: Revelation 22:3-5

  22:4 =  “they will see His face,”

In Exodus 33, God said if anybody looks on My face they will die. No man could see Him and 
live. That changes. Now we can look at the blazing glory of God in all its fullness and not die. 
Why? Because we’re holy. We are covered with His holiness. To see God’s face as sinners would 
be to be consumed with His holy animosity toward sin. But in heaven we’ll see Him in all His 
glory. In that city we will be engulfed in His presence. We will be exposed to the full blaze of His 
eternal glory.
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