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Revelation 1:19 Therefore write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and 
the things which will take place after these things.

  1:19 =  “the things which you have seen,” — chapter 1

  1:19 =  “the things which are,” — chapters 2-3

  1:19 =  “the things which will take place after these things.” — chapters 4-22

The messages to the seven churches have been traditionally called “letters,” but there is no 
evidence that these portions of chapters 2 and 3 originated as separate documents. All Greek 
manuscripts of the book of Revelation incorporate all of them, and none of the seven exists by 
itself. When John sent “letters” to each of the seven churches, he sent the entire book of 
Revelation to show each church their own spiritual apathy, but to also show them what is 
currently happening in other churches around Asia Minor. The various issues that had plagued 
these seven churches are representative of what could happen and what is happening to our 
churches today if we allow the world, the flesh, and the devil to have his way with the local body 
of believers... the church.

The seven churches were seven literal churches that existed in Asia Minor in the first century. 
There have been attempts to find prophetic parallels between these churches and a supposed 
“seven ages of church history,” but are forced at best. Such parallels have been suggested since 
medieval times, but have always proven unsatisfactory as time moved on. A careful reading of 
these chapters will reveal that there is nothing in the text itself to indicate that these churches are 
symbolic of church history!

It is my belief that many scholars throughout the ages have studied the book of Revelation as 
being symbolic so in turn they try to force meaning and interpretation where it was never 
intended to be placed.

1. The Preoccupied Church.

To Ephesus He says, “Remember your first love.” (2:1-7)

Revelation 2:4 But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.
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 Do you think we (the church) have left our first love? Have you left your first love?

2. The Persecuted Church.

To Smyrna He says, “remain faithful to your God.” (2:8-11)

Revelation 2:10 Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some 
of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Be 
faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

His name was Polycarp. He served as the pastor, the bishop of Smyrna. He had been a disciple of 
John and was greatly loved and respected by the churches. However the citizens of Smyrna did 
not hold him with the same esteem. In A.D. 155 the authorities sought his arrest. Events moved 
quickly and what follows is the record of his death, the oldest account of a Christian dying for 
Jesus outside the New Testament.
 

“Now the most admirable Polycarp, when he first heard the news, was not disturbed. In 
fact, he wanted to remain in town, but the majority persuaded him to withdraw. So he 
withdrew to a farm not far distant from the city. And as those who were searching for him 
persisted, he moved to another farm. Mounted police and horsemen, closing in on him 
late in the evening, found him in bed in an upstairs room in a small cottage; and though 
he still could have escaped from there to another place, he refused, saying, “May God’s 
will be done.” After transferring him to their carriage and sitting down at his side, they 
tried to persuade him, saying, “Why, what harm is there in saying, ‘Caesar is Lord,’ and 
offering incense” (and other words to this effect) “and thereby saving yourself?” Now at 
first he gave them no answer. But when they persisted, he said, “I am not about to do 
what you are suggesting to me.” He was led to the stadium. There was such a tumult in 
the stadium that no one could even be heard. But as Polycarp entered the stadium, there 
came a voice from heaven: “Be strong, Polycarp, and act like a man.” And no one saw the 
speaker, but those of our people who were present heard the voice. The proconsul tried to 
persuade him to recant, saying, “Have respect for your age,” and other such things as they 
are accustomed to say. When the magistrate persisted and said, “Swear the oath, and I 
will release you; revile Christ,” Polycarp replied, “For eighty-six years I have been his 
servant, and he has done me no wrong. How can I blaspheme my King who saved me?” 
So the proconsul said:  “I have wild beasts; I will throw you to them, unless you change 
your mind.” But he said: “Call for them!” The he said to him again: “I will have you 
consumed by fire, since you despise the wild beasts, unless you change your mind.” But 
Polycarp said: “You threaten with a fire that burns only briefly and after just a little while 
is extinguished, for you are ignorant of the fire of the coming judgment and eternal 
punishment, which is reserved for the ungodly. But why do you delay? Come, do what 
you wish.”

The proconsul was astonished, and sent his own herald into the midst of the stadium to 
proclaim three times: “Polycarp has confessed that he is a Christian.” When this was 
proclaimed by the herald, the entire crowd, Gentiles as well as Jews living in Smyrna, 
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cried out with uncontrollable anger and with a loud shout: “This is the teacher of Asia, 
the father of the Christians, the destroyer of our gods, who teaches many not to sacrifice 
or worship.” The crowd swiftly collected wood and kindling from the workshops and 
baths, the Jews being especially eager to assist in this, as is their custom. Then the 
materials prepared for the pyre were placed around him; and as they were also about to 
nail him, he said: “Leave me as I am; for he who enables me to endure the fire will also 
enable me to remain on the pyre without moving, even without the sense of security 
which you get from the nails.” So they did not nail him, but tied him instead. Then he, 
having placed his hands behind him and having been bound, looked up to heaven and 
said: “O Lord God Almighty, Father of your beloved and blessed Son Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have received knowledge of you, the God of angels and powers and of 
all creation, and of the whole race of the righteous who live in your presence, I bless you 
because you have considered me worthy of this day and hour, that I might receive a place 
among the number of the martyrs in the cup of your Christ, to the resurrection to eternal 
life, both of soul and of body, in the incorruptibility of the Holy Spirit. May I be received 
among them in your presence today, as a rich and acceptable sacrifice, as you have 
prepared and revealed beforehand, and have now accomplished, you who are the 
undeceiving and true God. For this reason, indeed for all things, I praise you, I bless you, 
I glorify you, through the eternal and heavenly High Priest, Jesus Christ, your beloved 
Son, through whom to you with him and the Holy Spirit be glory both now and for the 
ages to come. Amen.” When he had offered up the “Amen” and finished his prayer, the 
men in charge of the fire lit the fire.”

3. The Political Church.

To Pergamum He says, “repent of false teaching.” (2:12-17)

Revelation 2:14-16a But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who 
hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons 
of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality. 15 So you also have 
some who in the same way hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 Therefore repent:

Pergamum was the center of Roman power and authority. In fact, the Pergamanians worshiped 
power. The city housed an ancient temple to the god of Zeus... the god of power. The altar from 
that temple is in the Berlin Museum and was often visited by Adolf Hitler. Pergamum was the 
epitome of the hunger for power in pagan society. There was no distinction between religion and 
politics. The city’s coins depicted intertwined serpents to represent the interconnection between 
the sacred and the secular. For the pagans in this city, politics was religion and religion was 
politics. For the Christians, there was a constant temptation to compromise their beliefs and 
practices for political gain.

They believed that a little idolatry or a little immorality or a little compromise made Christianity 
all the more tolerable in a pagan city. But Jesus said that He hated such false doctrine.

 Are there things in your Christian walk that you have made a little compromise over?
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4. The Prosperous Church.

To Thyatira He says, “remain fast among false teachings.” (2:18-29)

The longest of the seven letters was written to the church in the smallest town. Thyatira had little 
political or religious significance. There was little threat of persecution for the believers here. 
But there was a more subtle temptation... social acceptance. Thyatira was a manufacturing center 
known for its cloth industry... weaving, dyeing, and sewing were the major sources of income. It 
was a town dominated by trade guilds.

Edward Myers points out that the trade guilds were religious in nature. One could not make a 
living without being a member. Each one was dedicated to a particular deity. Feasts to these guild 
gods were lavish parties that everyone was expected to attend. These included three basic 
elements: 1) a cup of wine; 2) a fellowship meal, which included excessive drinking; and 3) a 
sexual orgy following the meal. Christians were placed in the terrible situation of participation or 
rejection... which meant losing their jobs.

READ: Revelation 2:18-29

 Are there any of you that has been feeding and fostering a “secret sin” in your life?

5. The Powerless Church.

To Sardis He says, “repent from incomplete service.” (3:1-6)

 Have you ever attended a dead church? What was it like?

vv.2-3 = Wake up! Strengthen! Remember! Keep! Repent!

We too need to wake up and realize that there is a war being waged around us. How can we ever 
expect to win the war without daily putting on our spiritual armor? How can we ever fight in this 
battle without ever using our sword by opening up and reading God’s Word? How can we ever 
obey that which we don’t know to obey and repent that which we don’t know to repent unless we 
open up God’s Word and allow Him to speak to us?

6. The Persevering Church.

To Philadelphia He says, “rest in the promise of God.” (3:7-13)

7. The Putrid Church.

To Laodicea He says, “repent from your indifference.” (3:14-22)

Laodicea is one of the most well known of the seven churches. It was a popular place for wealthy  
people to retire (The Villages)... making the city a famous banking center. The wealth of the city 
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caused her to be proud and self-sufficient. Pride, self-sufficiency, and dependence upon material 
wealth were big factors in what was written about the church in Laodicea. Unfortunately, the 
material prosperity of the citizens produced a very materialistic church that our Lord sternly 
condemned for relying on its riches rather than on His righteousness. The Greek terms are 
striking in the original: boiling hot or icy cold. Our Lord would prefer us to boil or freeze rather 
than simmer down to a tasteless and nauseating commitment.

 Are you self-sufficient?

 Have you become lukewarm?
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