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As we come to chapter 20 in Revelation, this is in every sense of the word a climactic chapter, 
bringing us to the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ on earth in His Kingdom. His Kingdom is the 
climax, it is the culmination of redemptive history. All of God’s redemptive purpose since the fall 
of man culminates in the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ as I have called it before... paradise 
regained. This one-thousand year millennial reign of the Savior over the earth is the fulfillment 
of all redemptive promise, because at that particular time, God will bring salvation and 
righteousness and peace to the very center of the universe. It is at that time that Jesus Christ will 
reign fully as King of Kings and Lord of Lords over all creation. This thousand-year Kingdom is 
the end of human history, the end of the present universe as we know it. After the one-thousand 
year Kingdom is completed, everything as we know it now will be completely destroyed because 
it has all been stained by sin. Now, even though Christ is reigning, He is reigning over a renewed 
and regenerated and restored earth and universe, but not a recreated one. It still bears the marks 
of sin and after the thousand years is over, the Lord will destroy completely the universe and 
create a new heaven and a new earth in eternal perfection, unstained by sin. And that will 
become the everlasting kingdom. 

There are a couple of things that I need to go over with you before we look at the text itself 
because this has been a theological battleground for years... this matter of the Kingdom.
 
Chapter 19 closes with the battle of Armageddon. In that war, the Antichrist and the false prophet 
lead the armies of the ungodly to battle with Christ and they all perish. They are all executed, all 
of them without Christ. It is a horror of a slaughter that you see at the end of the nineteenth 
chapter, and then the Antichrist and the false prophet are thrown into the burning lake of 
fire where they will dwell forever. Then having executed judgment on the earth, Jesus renovates 
the earth. This renovated earth then will become the place where Jesus rules. He will sit on the 
throne of David in the city of Jerusalem. This thousand-year Kingdom then is the subject of the 
twentieth chapter. It is called by many names in Scripture. Just in the New Testament alone there 
are verses that call it the regeneration, Matthew 19:28. The times of refreshing, Acts 3:19. The 
times of restitution, Acts 3:21. And the dispensation of the fullness of times, Ephesians 1:10.

Anyone who is going to understand the Bible must understand the Kingdom. You can go to 2 
Samuel 7 and read about the Kingdom. You can go to Psalm 2 and read about the Kingdom. You 
can read about it in Isaiah 2, 11, 35, 40, and 48. You can read about it in Jeremiah 23 and 33. You 
can read about it in Ezekiel in 34. You can read about it in Daniel 2 and 7. You can read 
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about it in Hosea chapter 3, Joel chapter 3, Zephaniah chapter 3, and Zechariah chapter 14. And 
these aren’t all the places in scripture where you can read about the Kingdom. 

Premillennial View
Now let me just take you a step further by helping you to understand what is involved in this 
debate about the Kingdom. Let me see if I can help you to understand the three views that exist 
about the Millennium. The first one is the premillennial view. And that just means Christ will 
come before, preceding the Kingdom. This view says that things will get worse. Just read the 
book of Revelation. It’s going to get worse before He comes, not going to get better. 

Postmillennial View
Let’s turn to a second view. It’s called postmillennialism. This means Christ will come after the 
Kingdom. Premillennialism says things are going to get worse, while postmillennialism says 
things are going to get better. And things are going to get better and better and better and we’re 
just going to waltz into the Kingdom and Christ isn’t going to come till the end of the Kingdom, 
till the Kingdom is over.

Amillennial View
Now the third view is called amillennialism. This is the view that doesn’t believe in any 
millennium. They say there is no Kingdom. Things are going to stay the same. The premill says 
they’re going to get worse, the postmill says they’re going to get better, the a-mill says it’s going 
to stay the same. They say the kingdom is now... the kingdom is the church age. Christ is ruling 
now. Christ is here.

READ: Revelation 20:1-3

1. The Removal Of Satan. vv. 1-3

Now that’s going to dramatically change the world, isn’t it? Because Satan is the prince of the 
power of the air, he’s the god of this age, he’s the spirit that now works in the children of 
disobedience. Up until this point God has already taken care of many of the rebels. Fallen men, 
sinful men have all been slain in the process of judgments through the time of the Tribulation, 
and those who survive will perish in the holocaust around Armageddon described at the end of 
chapter 19. The Antichrist and the false prophet have been seized and thrown into the lake of fire 
which burns with brimstone. Now that leaves only Satan and the demons still loose. And if the 
Lord is going to establish His Kingdom, He’s going to get rid of the ungodly leaders. If the 
Kingdom is to be all that God designs, the enemy has to go. There can be no one-thousand years 
of peace and righteousness if he is still roaming about the earth.

  20:1 =  “Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven,”

We can speculate about who this angel is, but that is all it is... speculation.

Revelation 12:7 And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the 
dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war.
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In Jude 9, Michael is called the archangel. It would have to be a mighty angel with supernatural 
strength because he comes down from heaven, having the key of the abyss and a great chain in 
his hand. Now he comes down from heaven with a very specific agenda. One, lay hold of Satan. 
Two, bind him for a thousand years. Three, cast him to the abyss. Four, lock him with a key. 
Five, set a seal on him. And six, loose him at the end of the thousand years.

 You might ask... what is the abyss?

Peter calls it in 2 Peter 2:4 “pits of darkness, reserved for judgment.” It is the place where 
demons are sent to be reserved for their final sentencing to the lake of fire. It is not the final hell. 
And believe me, fallen angels will go there because the final hell... the lake of fire... has been 
prepared for the devil and his angels. And so ultimately they’re going to end up in the lake of fire 
which burns with fire and brimstone forever and ever. That eternal fire, Matthew 25:41 says, 
“which has been prepared for the devil and his angels.”

Now, the abyss and the lake of fire are two different places. The devil doesn’t get thrown into the 
lake of fire until the thousand years are over. Here in verse 3, he is put into the abyss. Because 
once you go to the lake of fire, you can never come back because it burns with fire and brimstone 
forever and ever, and no one is ever released.
 
The abyss is mentioned also in Luke 8:31. You remember when Jesus was casting demons out, 
the demons said, “Don’t send us to the abyss?” It is a place of torment, certainly a place of 
punishment, a place out of the presence of God, a place of incarceration, a temporary place 
where God sends demons and where, in this case, He binds Satan.
 
Now here this angel has a key which simply identifies authority. If you have the key, you control 
the door. The angel has the key and it signifies authority. He can open it and he can close it.

Revelation 9:1 Then the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven which had fallen to 
the earth; and the key of the bottomless pit was given to him. 2 He opened the bottomless pit,

  20:2 =  “And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan,”

The term “dragon” emphasizes his fierceness, his cruelty, his oppressiveness. Not only is he 
called the dragon but he’s called “the serpent of old.” The serpent of old takes you all the way 
back to the Garden of Eden who tempted Eve. The one, according to 2 Corinthians 11:3 who 
deceived. Further he is defined as the, “devil.” Devil is diabolos, it means slanderer. He is the 
father of all lies. The devil, it says in 1 John 3:8, has sinned from the beginning. He is also called 
“Satan,” which means adversary, enemy. This is the moment when the victory of Christ is 
exercised over his archenemy and the roaring lion is overcome by the Lion of the tribe of Judah. 
And Satan is bound for a thousand years.

As a footnote... amillennialists tell us that we’re now in the Kingdom, this is the only Kingdom 
there’s going to be. This is it. This is all there is. The kingdom is the church age. If that is true, 
then Satan must be bound now... right? Wrong!
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1 Peter 5:8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a 
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

 How can the devil roam around if he is bound in the bottomless pit?

 What will the world be like with Satan bound?

I read something about what the Kingdom COULD be like... environmentally. This will blow 
your mind. If you think we’ve messed up the earth, wait till you see what Jesus does to it because 
in the Tribulation He’s going to destroy the thing. But what will the world of the Millennial 
Kingdom be like?

The violent earthquakes and upheavals through the Tribulation time will have leveled all 
the polluted cities of a sinful world, the better to facilitate the erection of new, clean, 
peaceful communities at the beginning of the Millennium. These great land movements 
will also have eliminated the great mountain ranges and islands of the world, filling up 
the ocean depths and restoring gentle globally habitable topography and geography all 
over the world, as it had been in the antediluvian age before the cataclysmic upheavals of 
the Flood. As Isaiah the prophet has foretold, every valley shall be exalted, every 
mountain and hill shall be made low. The crooked shall be made straight, the rough 
places plain. The prophets also say the islands will flee away.

This reversal of the topographic upheavals of the Flood, however, will not send waters 
over the continents again. In other words, they won’t flood the globe. Since much of the 
waters of the ocean will already have been re-elevated above the atmosphere, restoring in 
some measure the antediluvian waters above the firmament, the canopy of water. The 
worldwide draught of the first half of the Tribulation. The cataclysmic splashdowns of 
bodies from the heavens during the trumpet judgments and the intensified solar radiations 
of the bowl judgments will all have contributed to the translation of vast quantities of 
water vapor far back into the skies. The earth then would be sheltered, as it was before 
the Flood. Sheltered from the ultra violet rays of the sun and that’s why people will live 
to be very old, like they did before the Flood.

Quite probably the immense tectonic movements and the earthquakes and eruptions and 
landslides may also have trapped vast quantities of water beneath fresh sedimentary 
volcanic deposits, reinstating in partial degree the primeval pressurized reservoirs of the 
great deep, as the Bible calls it. Facilitating the birth of copious artesian springs, 
including one which will feed the vast river emerging from the millennial temple in 
Jerusalem, described both Ezekiel and Zechariah. And the seas of the millennial world 
will be relatively narrow and shallow once again, as in primeval days. Furthermore the 
restoration of the vapor canopy should enlarge measure restore the globally pleasant 
warm climate of that period of the earth again. No longer will great atmospheric 
movements generate violent rainstorms, blizzards, hurricanes and tornadoes because the 
uniform temperatures of the global greenhouse will inhibit air mass movements of more 
than local extent.
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In the original world the only rains were gentle mists from localized daily evaporation 
and precipitation, according to Genesis 2:5, keeping the world everywhere at comfortable 
temperatures and humidities and supporting an abundance of plant and animal life in all 
regions of the globe. There were no deserts or icecaps or uninhabitable mountain heights, 
it was all very good. The cataclysm of the Great Flood destroyed that beautiful world, but 
the global upheavals of the Great Tribulation will restore it, at least in measure. And on it 
goes. 

2. The Reign Of The Saints. vv. 4-6

3. The Release Of Satan. v. 7

4. The Revolt Of Society. vv. 8-10
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