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Although the word rapture is never mentioned in all of scripture, the word itself is synonymous 
with words that are mentioned in scripture. The most often used biblical reference for the word 
“rapture” is found in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, where Paul writes:

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then 
we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.

The word “caught up” is from the Greek word harpazo, meaning to seize, snatch away, or to 
carry off. Now the word “rapture” is from rapere, found in the expression “caught up” in the 
Latin Vulgate translation of this verse. In Genesis 5:24, it talks about Enoch being taken away.

Genesis 5:24 Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.

Just as Enoch was taken away, there will come a time in history when Jesus will come back for 
his chosen people and remove them from this earth to be with Him in heaven.

1 Corinthians 15:51-52 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be 
changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will 
sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.

This miraculous event is also referred to as “The Blessed Hope,” a term Paul uses in Titus 2:13.

Titus 2:13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior, Christ Jesus.

That is exactly what the rapture is, a blessed hope. When the Bible uses the word “hope” here, it 
does not mean a nice thing we earnestly suspect might happen, but rather a certified fact of the 
future, promised by God’s unfailing Word. In this case, “hope” means a present, confident 
expectation of a certain future event.

In the doctrine of last things, there is a much debated issue concerning the various positions on 
the rapture of the church. Although all conservative evangelical Christians believe in Jesus 
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Christ’s return to gather the church, the matter of disagreement occurs when a time is placed for 
that return.

There are various theories concerning the time of the rapture. Here are the six views:

1. Preterism: This theory holds that all of the apocalyptic biblical events have already been 
  fulfilled in the past.
2. Pretribulationism: This theory holds that the rapture of the church occurs without 
  warning before the tribulation will begin.

3. Pre-wrath Rapture: This theory holds that the rapture will occur sometime between the 
  sixth and seventh seals, just before God pours out His wrath on the 
  earth.

4. Midtribulationism: This theory holds that believers will go through the first half of the 
  tribulation and be raptured in the middle... After the “beginning of 
  sorrows” and before the “great tribulation.”

5. Posttribulationism: This theory holds that the rapture will take place at the second 
  coming at the end of the tribulation, and therefore, the church will 
  go through the tribulation. This position often rejects the distinction 
  between Israel and the church.

6. Partial-Rapture Theory: This theory holds a combination of pretribulationism and 
  posttribulationism. It is based on the parable of the ten virgins, 
  the faithful saints are said to be raptured before the tribulation; 
  unfaithful saints are left to endure it.

Of all the theories that scholars have studied and considered, the two positions that disagree over 
the rapture the most are pretribulationism and posttribulationism. Neither of the two views are 
sustained on biblical grounds that support foundational evidence, but both result in inferences. 
Through a balance of evidence and evaluations, there are several reasons why I believe 
pretribulationism can be considered as a more probable position over not only posttribulationism, 
but over all the other theories as well. Although difficulties yet remain with the pretribulational 
position, this view stands as a better biblical and doctrinal model than the others.

The first defense for the pretribulational view is...

1. Deliverance From The Wrath To Come.

Revelation 3:10 Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from 
the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who 
dwell on the earth.

2



Pretribulationists interpret “I also will keep you from the hour of testing,” as deliverance from 
the time-period of the tribulation by way of the rapture. Posttribulationists hold that tēreō ek 
signifies divine preservation in the midst of trials, and that “hour” denotes the trials themselves. 
Along with the posttribulational view, George Eldon Ladd in his book The Blessed Hope, states: 
“In the same way, the promise of Revelation 3:10 of being kept “out of” the hour of trial need not 
be a promise of a removal from the very physical presence of tribulation. It is a promise of 
preservation and deliverance in and through it. This verse neither asserts that the Rapture is to 
occur before the Tribulation, nor does its interpretation require us to think that such a removal is 
intended.

A second passage of scripture that promises to deliver believers from the wrath to come is found 
in the first letter written to the church in Thessalonica. The apostle Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians 
5:9

1 Thessalonians 5:9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.

In light of this verse, it is clear that God has not appointed the chosen or predestined ones to 
experience wrath, but to “obtain salvation” or deliverance from it by way of the rapture. On the 
contrary, Ladd asserts that it is possible that the church may find herself on earth during the 
period of the tribulation but will by divine protection be sheltered from the sufferings entailed by 
the outpouring of the bowls of wrath and thus be delivered from the wrath to come.

A third and final passage that mentions the promise to deliver believers from the wrath to come 
is found in the gospel of Luke.  The beloved physician writes in Luke 21:36

Luke 21:36 But keep on the alert at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all 
these things that are about to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.

If the verb to escape means to “escape out of the midst of,” which implies physical removal from 
the end-time trials, then pretribulationism is supported. But if the text is taken as a prayer for 
strength to escape by persevering to the end, then posttribulationism is indicated. What is so 
funny is the fact that Millard Erickson states in his book Christian Theology that 
“Posttribulationists acknowledge that Scripture speaks of believers who will escape or be kept 
from the impending trouble.”

So far we have see that the view of pretribulationism states that the church will escape the wrath 
to come by way of the rapture, while posttribulationism states that the church will not be 
removed from the earth before the tribulation and will persevere and be delivered through it. 
Although both positions have been interpreted by scripture, there is one question that many 
posttribulationists withdraw from in their arguments.

 How can the church escape the wrath to come during the tribulation when Revelation 
 6:9-11 speaks on the fifth seal judgment, which deals with martyred saints?
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Revelation 6:9-11 When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of 
those who had ben slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they 
had maintained; 10 and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and 
true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 11 
And there was given to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they should rest for a 
little while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren who were to be 
killed even as they had been, would be completed also.

Alan Johnson: (in his commentary on Revelation) “Every believer in Christ ought to be 
prepared for martyrdom; for Christians cannot express their priestly communion with their Lord 
more perfectly than when they accept the suffering and the glory of martyrdom.”

The only way one could escape all that is about to happen mentioned in the context would be to 
escape the period in which they occurred by being in a different place, i.e., being “before the Son 
of Man,” as in Luke 21:36 who before the Second Coming would be in heaven.

The next major defense for the pretribulational position of the rapture is...

2. The Church Is Absent In Revelation Chapters 4-18.

The church is defined differently in both the pretribulational and posttribulational view. 
Posttribulationists include the “saints of all ages” to represent the church, which would indicate 
that there will be saints in the tribulation period. However, pretribulationists believe that the 
word “church,” when used of the body of Christ—the whole of the saved in the present age—is 
limited in Scripture to saints of the present dispensation. The difference in definition is crucial in 
the question of whether the church will go through the tribulation because the Greek word 
ecclesia (church) is never used in a tribulation passage.

Tim LaHaye: “The church is mentioned seventeen times in the first three chapters of Revelation, 
but after John is called up to heaven in chapter 4, he looks down on the events of the Tribulation 
and the church is not mentioned or seen again until chapter 19, when she returns to the earth 
with her bridegroom at His glorious appearing. Why? The answer is obvious: She isn’t in the 
Tribulation. She is raptured to be with her Lord before it begins!”

Now it would seem as though the church would be mentioned in the most prominent chapters 
describing the tribulation, if the church is actually in the tribulation. The fact that no evidence of 
the church can be found in chapters 4-18 in the book of Revelation, gives a more consistent 
argument for the pretribulational rapture of the church.

The next major defense for the pretribulational position of the rapture is...

3. The Restrainer Who Holds Back The Antichrist.
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2 Thessalonians 2:6-7 And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he will be 
revealed. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains will do 
so until he is taken out of the way.

Pretribulationists interpret the restrainer as the power of the Holy Spirit in the world through the 
church, while posttribulationists identify it as the principle of law and God-ordained government 
or the power of God. Now this is where it gets funny because the posttribulationists present a 
weak position on the interpretation of the restrainer by having two separate definitions. This 
gives the impression that if one of the meanings identifying the restrainer is lacking in biblical 
support, the embracing of the later meaning can be considered.
Robert Gundry (a posttribulationist) agrees that the restrainer is the Holy Spirit, a view held by 
pretribulationists. He also identified the Holy Spirit as in the church. Now the restrainer cannot 
refer to the Holy Spirit alone, since the omnipresent Spirit cannot be removed from creation. It 
seems more probable that the restrainer of evil in the present is the church (enabled by the 
redemptive ministries of the Holy Spirit).

The final major defense for the pretribulational position of the rapture is...

4. The Imminence Of The Rapture.

There are many verses throughout Scripture that speak of a sudden and unexpected coming of 
Christ. Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians 5:2 as well as Peter in 2 Peter 3:10, “that the day of the 
Lord will come just like a thief in the night.” Both Paul and Peter focus on the beginning of that 
day, which will come unexpectedly. Peter wrote in 1 Peter 4:7 about “the end of all things is 
near,” while John wrote in Revelation 1:3 “for the time is near.” In his first letter to the church 
at Corinth, the apostle Paul wrote in 15:52 “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 
changed.” Not only do Paul, Peter, and John speak of an unexpected coming, but Jesus Christ 
also spoke of His imminent return.  Jesus says in Matthew 24:42-44:

Matthew 24:42-44 Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is 
coming. 43 But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what time of the night 
the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to 
be broken into. 44 For this reason you also must be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an 
hour when you do not think He will.

Only the pretribulational position preserves the expectancy of His coming. However, 
posttribulationists also believe that Christ’s return will be a surprise. The argument begins with a 
verse from the Old Testament that informs all when the seven year tribulation will commence.  

Daniel 9:27 And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in the middle of 
the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will 
come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured 
out on the one who makes desolate.
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This means that Antichrist will make a covenant of peace with Israel at the beginning of the 
tribulation period and break this same covenant three-and-a-half years later. Posttribulationism 
involves the saints in a three-and-a-half year countdown from the Antichrist’s abomination to the 
time of the church’s resurrection or rapture. Such an approximate predictability contradicts 
Christ’s emphases on their unpredictability and thus the need for constant readiness. The 
practical result of this is that anyone who claims to know specifically when Jesus is coming back 
is automatically to be considered wrong. Moreover, those who claim to know are simply 
disobeying the teaching of Scripture that the date of Christ’s return cannot be known, thus 
fellowship with God will be hindered. A pretribulational interpretation avoids any such 
countdown and is consistent with not only Paul, Peter, and John, but teaching of Jesus Christ.
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