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To show you how important this is in Scripture, a total of 1,527 Old Testament passages alone 
refer to the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. There are approximately 8,000 verses in the 
New Testament and 330 of those directly refers to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. In fact, 
next to the subject of faith, no subject is more often mentioned than the return of Christ. The 
Lord Himself refers to His coming twenty-one times and over fifty times we are told to be ready 
for this great event. It is in my estimation, one of the greatest events in history besides the birth 
and death of Christ. It is a major theme throughout the pages of Scripture.

John 14:3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that 
where I am, there you may be also.

John MacArthur: “He is the engagement ring that guarantees the wedding between the bride, 
the church, and the bridegroom, the Lord Jesus Christ.”

In a book written by John Milton called “Paradise Lost,” it speaks of the sin in the Garden of 
Eden. Jesus will come and the world will immediately become a paradise regained.

And it is at this time that the greatest amassing of enemies comes against the Lord Jesus Christ. 
For now you have demons who have been loosed, demons that have been bound and now are 
loosed. You have two hundred million demons who have been released, who have been held 
captive for a long period of time. You have the pit of hell opened up and demons belching out of 
that who have been incarcerated in chains until the hour of the time of Tribulation. You have 
what is left of the humanity of the earth, that which hasn’t been destroyed under the power of 
Antichrist or destroyed by the furious judgments of God. And they gather together in great 
armies and are led into the valley of Megiddo. Stretching all the way there into the south past the 
city of Jerusalem, they become fuel for the fires of the returning King.

This greatest of all human holocausts is commonly known, and rightfully so, as the great 
holocaust of Armageddon. This is that which has been anticipated since the very beginning. This 
is the time when the serpent’s head is bruised.

Genesis 3:15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her 
seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel.
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This is the time when the scepter is given to the true King and that takes us back to Genesis 
chapter 49. This is the time, also that was anticipated in the great prophecy given in 2 Samuel 
chapter 7, in that great chapter in which David is told that there is going to come a King, there is 
going to come a King greater than any other King, and that King who will be a son of David will 
establish a kingdom that will last forever. It will be a kingdom that will never end. Second 
Samuel 7 then is anticipating the very event described for us here in Revelation chapter 19. 
 
It is the very anticipation of this day and this moment that was certainly in the heart of Isaiah 
when he talked about the fact that there was going to come a great servant King, a great One who 
would establish a throne and a kingdom. Isaiah anticipates that in the eleventh chapter and again 
in the forty-second chapter. 
 
This was anticipated by Ezekiel in chapters 38 and 39. It was anticipated by Joel in chapter 3 of 
his prophecy. And by Zechariah in chapter 14. And certainly Isaiah had it in mind in chapter 9 
when he said, “The government will rest on His shoulders.” He talked about a child who would 
come, who would reign and rule. 

It is a day of terrible judgment on the ungodly and a day of immense joy for those who know and 
love the Lord. And we should be loving this event. We should be anticipating this event. The 
Apostle Paul spoke when he was writing at the very end of his life to Timothy. And he spoke 
some very, very important and practical words.

2 Timothy 4:8 in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have 
loved His appearing.

He defines a Christian as someone who loves Christ’s appearing. When we think about it, when 
we contemplate it, we don’t demonstrate that kind of affection. We get so caught up in this 
world, so satisfied with this world, that I think for the most part all of us if we were honest and 
looked into our hearts, and the question we’re asked... would you rather leave this world and be 
taken to glory? Would you rather that Jesus come or would you rather keep enjoying life? We 
would be hard pressed to honestly say it is clear cut, I would in one split second give up 
everything in this world for the presence of Jesus Christ. We don’t love His appearing as we 
should. We become comfortable by things in this world. 

READ: Revelation 19:11-16

Now as the scene opens in verse 11, you might want to look at it, we are taken to heaven and we 
see heaven opened. And right on the edge, a white horse and He who sat upon it is called Faithful 
and True and in righteousness He judges and makes or wages war.

What is going to happen here is going to happen very fast. The gates of heaven are going to burst 
open and the Lord is going to appear in glory with the angels and the saints. There's going to be a 
catastrophic and sudden collision as He comes out of heaven and hits the earth. And as soon as 
He comes there is a holocaust that is described in verse 17 as the great supper of God and the 
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birds of the heavens are called to eat the flesh of the corpses that are going to be covering that 
part of the world. Jesus referred to this time in Matthew chapter 24...

Matthew 24:27-28 For just as the lightning comes from the east and flashes even to the west, so 
will the coming of the Son of Man be. 28 Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.

It will be a time of great carnage. Immediately after the Tribulation it will happen. The sun will 
be darkened, the moon will not give its light, the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of 
the heavens will be shaken. In other words, the whole universe goes pitch black and then the sign 
of the Son of Man appears in the sky as lightning.

The beast and the kings of the earth, the false prophet, even Satan himself and all of them cast 
into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone. Then the slaughter of any who remain in verse 
21. And this whole thing is very sudden and very fast. And that’s important to point out. It’s not a 
prolonged engagement. It is an instantaneous battle that is fought really with one weapon, and 
that one weapon is described in verse 15 as a sword coming out of the mouth of Christ and with 
it He smites the nations. And immediately then He establishes His rule and His rule is that with a 
rod of iron. He is able to destroy with His mouth in the same way that He can create with His 
mouth.

Now the imagery of this section pictures Christ as a warrior King and it is similar to the eleventh 
chapter of Isaiah.

Isaiah 11:1-5 Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will 
bear fruit. 2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3 And He will 
delight in the fear of the Lord, and He will not judge by what His eyes see, nor make a decision 
by what His ears hear; 4 But with righteousness He will judge the poor, and decide with fairness 
for the afflicted of the earth; and He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the 
breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. 5 Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, 
and faithfulness the belt about His waist.

Now going back to Revelation 19 and verse 11, let’s unpack these verses and bring light to some 
things that might seem a little strange and unclear on the surface, but rich in meaning.

  19:11 =  “a white horse”

Riding on that white horse is the great Conqueror, the warrior King, the Messiah. Riding no 
longer the way He rode when He rode in His earthly life, but now coming as a Conqueror in a 
typical fashion of a Roman triumphal procession.

There is a mixture here of symbol and reality. The symbolic language here expresses reality, but 
in itself is symbolic of that reality. A general would ride to war on his white horse, he would 
come with his battle garb, leading his troops, and they would engage in war. He is not coming as 
in Zechariah 9:9 “Humble, and mounted on a donkey,” but rather on a white horse. The horses 
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are symbolic. The sword out of His mouth is symbolic. The rod of iron is symbolic. The crowns 
are symbolic. But the coming is reality.

  19:11 =  “and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True,”

In John’s letter to the church in Laodicea in Revelation 3:14, Jesus is referred to as “the faithful 
and true Witness.” Satan is described as the polar opposite. He is referred to as the deceiver and 
the father of all lies.

  19:11 =  “and in righteousness He judges and wages war.”

Revelation 2:16 Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will make war 
against them with the sword of My mouth.

Even in chapter 16 verse 21 when they are at the culmination of the horrors of the last judgment, 
when the last seal has been opened and the last trumpet blown, and the last bowl poured out, and 
hundred pound hailstones are crashing down on their heads, and you’d think they might repent. It 
says they blasphemed God. And they are at the point of absolute hardness. And this is when He 
comes, when there’s no more point in waiting, when nothing else will cause them to repent, 
when no judgment moves them and no preaching moves them and no preacher can reach their 
hearts, He will come back and He will make war. 
 
It’s really a different Jesus than we’re used to seeing, obviously. We’re used to seeing Him 
ministering to the needy, feeding the hungry, healing the sick, casting demons out of people, 
giving peace to troubled hearts. We’re used to hearing Him inviting those with heavy burdens to 
come to Him for rest. But that’s not how it’s going to be. He now comes on a war mission, He 
comes to search and to destroy.

  19:12 =  “His eyes are a flame of fire,”

He has eyes like a flame of fire. What is that? Well nothing escapes His notice. He has 
penetrating eyes. His eyes pierce through and see everything.

Revelation 1:14 His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were 
like a flame of fire.

It has to do with piercing, penetrating as well as purifying gaze. He can see into the recesses of 
every human heart. His vision penetrates everything.

Revelation 2:18 The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire,

To judge rightly He has to see everything. He has to sound the depths of every heart. He has to 
see behind every mask and under every facade. It is the flaming vision of righteous, anger, and 
omniscience. Just as he rode into Jerusalem on a donkey and now He rides on a white horse... He 
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wore the crown of thorns and has now has rightfully exchanged that for a crown with many 
diadems.

  19:12 =  “and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself.”

 What is that name?

It is a name which no one knows except Himself. We want to know, but no one knows, no one 
has none, but we will know when He comes. There is an incomprehensibility to the character 
of God that perhaps even an eternally glorified human will never know. Oh we’ll know so much 
more than we know now, but the full incomprehensibility of God will always be 
incomprehensible. And so all John is saying is there’s something about Him that is way beyond 
anything we can ever comprehend.

  19:13 =  “He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood,”

This is not the blood that He shed on the cross, this is not a picture of redemption. This is a 
picture of judgment. Jesus is coming with His blood-splattered garment. You might say, “Now 
wait a minute, He’s coming with a blood-splattered garment, but the battle hasn’t started? Where 
did the blood come from?” This is not His first battle, this is His last battle. He has worn His 
battle clothes before. It’s the same warrior King who battled with sin at the cross and mingled 
His own blood with the blood of His enemies on His battle clothes. And now these battle clothes 
are to be stained again and the stains now perhaps are far greater than ever before.

CONCLUSION:
In John chapter two, we have the miracle at Cana... the wedding that Jesus attended and 
performed His first miracle.

John 2:3-4 When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.” 4 And 
Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does that have to do with us? My hour has not yet come.”

Now, He makes this statement, but then in the latter verses He ends up turning the water to wine. 
Why did He make the statement that His hour has not yet come? I believe it had something to do 
with the crucifixion that He was about to endure, but I also believe it had another meaning as 
well. When He was thinking of the wine, you naturally think of a winepress. What was in the 
Garden of Gethsemane? Olives! He was thinking of how He Himself was about to go through the 
winepress of His Father’s judgment and wrath. Sin has a penalty and Jesus paid that penalty by 
going through the winepress. So as Jesus is at the wedding thinking forward about the wine, the 
winepress of sin... I think His second coming was on His mind as well. The first time, He was the 
recipient of the winepress, but now, He comes mounted on a white horse. His eyes are a flame of 
fire. His robe is dipped with blood. Out of His mouth comes a sharp sword so that He might 
strike down the nations. And now, He comes to tread the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, 
the Almighty. Jesus went through the winepress of God’s wrath, was buried, and raised from the 
dead and now it is His turn to strike down the nations and run them through the winepress of 
God’s wrath. But there will be no raising from the dead. We as Christians die once and are born 
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twice, but in Revelation chapter 20, those who are not Christians will be born once and die twice. 
They will experience God’s wrath and there will be an everlasting torment... separation from 
Almighty God. Going back to John chapter two, Jesus not only is thinking about the winepress, 
but He is thinking about His own wedding with His own bride... the church... at the Marriage 
Supper of the Lamb.
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