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Revelation 6:15-17 Then the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the 
rich and the strong and every slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and among the 
rocks of the mountains; 16 and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, “Fall on us and hide 
us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; 17 for the 
great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?”

 What is the tribulation?

The tribulation is considered to be the unparalleled time of trial and judgment just before Christ 
returns to earth. When Jesus was on earth, He warned about a time known as the Great 
Tribulation...

Matthew 24:21-22 For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the 
beginning of the world until now, nor ever will. 22 Unless those days had been cut short, no life 
would have been saved; but for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short.

Many of the Hebrew prophets had warned Israel that a period of intense national suffering was 
coming because the nation had refused to obey God’s commands. Jeremiah the prophet had 
called it “The time of Jacob’s trouble.”

Jeremiah 30:7 Alas! for that day is great, there is none like it; and it is the time of Jacob’s 
distress, but he will be saved from it.

Other prophets called it “the day of His wrath” or “the day of Yahweh’s wrath,” and on one 
occasion Isaiah referred to it as “the day of vengeance of our God” in Isaiah 61:2. Throughout 
the Bible this time of judgment is referred to as:

 The Day of the Lord   1 Thessalonians 5:2
 The Wrath of God   Revelation 15:1
 The Hour of Trial   Revelation 3:10
 The Wrath to Come   1 Thessalonians 1:10
 The Great Tribulation   Matthew 24:21 / Revelation 7:14
 The Tribulation   Matthew 24:29
 The Hour of His Judgment  Revelation 14:7
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 When will the tribulation begin?

Daniel 9:27 And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in the middle of 
the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will 
come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured 
out on the one who makes desolate.

This means that Antichrist will make a covenant of peace with Israel which will launch the 
beginning of the tribulation period and then break this same covenant three-and-a-half years 
later.

 Why seven years for the tribulation?

The time span of the tribulation can be found in Daniel 9:24-26. In verse 24, Daniel speaks of 
“seventy weeks”... Why?

Daniel 9:24 Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the 
transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting 
righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy place.

If you have an NIV Bible it will read, “Seventy sevens.” If your Bible says “weeks,” notice it has 
a footnote beside it that will read, “units of seven.”

 Seventy weeks = Seventy sevens
 1 week = 7 years
 70 x 7 = 490 years

In verse 25, you will notice it says, “seven weeks and sixty-two weeks.” Why?

 1 week = 7 years
 7 weeks = 49 years

The first segment of seven amounts to forty-nine years, during which the city of Jerusalem is to 
be “rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble. This probably occurred in 457 B.C. 
with Artaxerxes I authorized Ezra the scribe to return to Jerusalem to reestablish temple worship.

 1 week = 7 years
 7 weeks = 49 years
 62 weeks = 434 years
 49 years + 434 years = 483 years

Verse 26 specifies the termination of the sixty-nine weeks... the cutting off of the Messiah. In 
other words, 483 years decreed for Daniel’s people have already elapsed; the divine counter 
stopped just before the death of Jesus, with seven years still left to go. That remaining seven-year 
period is what we call the Tribulation.
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 What will happen during the tribulation?

Beginning in chapter six, these chapters record the horrifying events of what is called “The 
Tribulation.” Though this seven-year period of time is one of retribution upon a world that has 
rejected the Lordship of Jesus Christ, it is also a time of redemption personally (ch. 7) and 
cosmically (ch. 20). The events of the tribulation center or focus primarily upon three series of 
seven judgments: 

 The Seals   6:1-17
 The Trumpets   8:1 – 9:21
 The Bowls   16:1-17 
 
These series of judgments are best interpreted in their relationship to one another as being called 
the telescopic view. This approach understands the seventh seal to introduce and contain the 
seven trumpets, and the seventh trumpet to introduce and contain the seven bowls. The seven 
trumpets, therefore, are the seventh seal, and the seven bowls are the seventh trumpet. This 
would indicate an increase in intensity of the judgments as the end of the period approaches.

THE TRIBULATION JUDGMENTS

The Seal Judgments:
1st Seal Victorious Conquest – (White Horse)   6:1-2
2nd Seal War & Bloodshed – (Red Horse)   6:3-4
3rd Seal Poverty, Famine & Disease – (Black Horse)  6:5-6
4th Seal Death – (Pale Horse)     6:7-8
5th Seal Martyred Saints     6:9-11
6th Seal Cosmic Catastrophe     6:12-17
7th Seal Silence & The Trumpet Judgments   8:1-6

The Trumpet Judgments:
1st Trumpet 1/3 of Earth Smitten: Hail, Fire, Blood  8:7
2nd Trumpet 1/3 of Sea Smitten: Mountain of Fire   8:8-9
3rd Trumpet 1/3 of Water Smitten: Star Called Wormwood 8:10-11
4th Trumpet 1/3 of Heaven Smitten: Darkness   8:12
5th Trumpet Men Smitten: Locusts From the Abyss  9:1-11
6th Trumpet Death: Four Angels Released    9:13-19
7th Trumpet Loud Voices & The Bowl Judgments   11:15-19

The Bowl Judgments:
1st Bowl Painful Sores      16:2
2nd Bowl All Sea Smitten     16:3
3rd Bowl All Water Smitten     16:4
4th Bowl Scorching of the Sun     16:8-9
5th Bowl Darkness on the Kingdom of the Beast  16:10-11
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6th Bowl Euphrates River Dries Up    16:12
7th Bowl Widespread Destruction    16:17-21

The Seal Judgments:

  6:1 =  “four living creatures”

 Who are these four living creatures?

Revelation 4:7 The first creature was like a lion, and the second creature like a calf, and the third 
creature had a face like that of a man, and the fourth creature was like a flying eagle.

They are not really beasts, but have characteristics of these four beasts. They are symbolic. 
Notice the phrase “like.” These are cherubim (the highest class of angels) who deal with the 
grace, glory, and government of God around the throne of God.

 Lion = The Majesty of Christ
 Calf = The Ministry of Christ
 Man = The Humanity of Christ
 Eagle = The Deity of Christ

There are four gospels:
 Matthew Deals with the Majesty of Christ (The King of the Jews)
 Mark  Deals with the Ministry of Christ (The Suffering Servant)
 Luke  Deals with the Humanity of Christ (The Son of God)
 John  Deals with the Deity of Christ (The Lord from Heaven)

1st Seal Militant Conquest (White Horse) – Revelation 6:1-2

The rider on this horse is the Antichrist, the Beast, the Man of Sin. His white horse is a symbol 
for a conqueror. His bow is a symbol for power. His crown is a symbol for dominion. This rider 
is one who will imitate the Lord Jesus Christ.

John 5:43 I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his 
own name, you will receive him.

Daniel 8:25 And through his shrewdness he will cause deceit to succeed by his influence; and he 
will magnify himself in his heart, and he will destroy many while they are at ease. He will even 
oppose the Prince of princes, but he will be broken without human agency.

He is Satan’s Master Man or Superman. He will be all of the Caesar’s, Napoleon’s, Hitler’s, 
Stalin’s, and Hussein’s rolled into one, but the world will follow him.

2nd Seal Murderous Conflicts (Red Horse) – Revelation 6:3-4
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Red, of course, is the symbol for blood. When the Antichrist comes a spirit of hatred will 
enflame man’s depraved hearts. That is the reason John has seen a horse that is red. It is a symbol 
of the bloodthirsty plans of this evil man.

Ezekiel 38:21 I will call for a sword against him on all My mountains, declares the Lord God. 
Every man’s sword will be against his brother.

Without the Prince of peace and the salt and light, hatred will be unrestrained.

3rd Seal Meager Crops (Black Horse) – Revelation 6:5-6

The black horse speaks of poverty, disease, famine, and starvation. Famine follows war. The 
rider is carrying old-fashioned scales and balances in his hands carefully rationing out food. A 
denarius is a days wage. It would take a quart of wheat milled and baked into bread to feed a 
man. Basically, you would work 1 day for 1 loaf of bread. It is going to be a time of economic 
depravation.

Adrian Rogers: “A man will be fortunate to have a job for which he will be paid just enough for 
one meal. What if he has a family? Does he give a little bit to each member so they starve 
together? Does he feed one and neglect another? Will he succumb to the temptation to steal 
another person’s bread? What a tragic picture this prophecy paints! Little children with bloated 
bellies will die of malnutrition. Little babies will gnaw at dry breasts. People will starve because 
of the meager crops.”

4th Seal Manifold Carnage (Pale Horse or Ashen Horse) – Revelation 6:7-8

Pale is the color of death. The Greek word for the color pale is chloros. That is where we get our 
famous bleach name Clorox... from it’s pale and greenish color. When you pour bleach on 
colored fabric, what happens to the color? It dies!

There is a domino affect. Sin causes hatred. Hatred causes war and bloodshed. War brings 
famine. Famine produces death.

  6:8 =  “pestilence”

This could be biological warfare, anthrax, ebola virus, bubonic plague (the black death)

  6:8 =  “by the wild beasts of the earth”

What kind of animal do you think of when you think of a beast? A lion? A tiger? A bear?

David Jeremiah: “The rat is the most destructive beast on the earth. He is a menace to human 
health and food supplies, and the nasty creature comes in more than one hundred species. Rats 
are extremely prolific, producing five or more litters of eight to ten each year. It has been 
estimated that rats are responsible for the loss of more than one billion dollars’ worth of food 
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each year in the United States alone. Typhus killed an estimated 200 million people in four 
centuries. The disease was transmitted by rat fleas.”

5th Seal Martyred Christians – Revelation 6:9-11

There will be people who will get saved during the tribulation. They will be the object of Satan’s 
wrath.

Matthew 24:9 Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated 
by all nations because of My name.

6th Seal Massive Cataclysms – Revelation 6:12-14

 What do you think would happen if the all-powerful Creator decided to relax His grip on 
 nature just a bit?

Colossians 1:16-17 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created 
through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.
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